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Whenever you watch CSI, Bones or NCIS, aren’t you 
looking for gross, bloody, or oozing evidence left 
behind from the criminal? Of course you are and 

that’s why people watch those shows. Some physical evidence 
a criminal leaves behind makes it easy for the crime scene 
investigator or detective to conclude who committed the 
crime. But, what if that evidence wasn’t so easy to detect?
	 As we know, evidence of a crime takes many forms. It 
can be fingerprints, trace evidence, or DNA. Some of the most 
condemning evidence can be the documents that describe the 
crime, provide information of the illegal operation, or diagram 
that shows the components to an explosive.
	 Document examinations are used to determine the 
authenticity of a document using class and individual 
characteristics. The examinations can include, but are not 
limited to handwriting analysis, paper typing, examinations 
of burned or charred documents, evidence of invisible ink, or 
even shredded document reconstruction. 
	 Documents can provide a solid case in court regarding 
the person’s knowledge of the crime or the amount of his 
involvement in the crime. Documents such as these have 
provided crucial evidence in criminal trials. Examples include 

Theodore Kaczynski (confessed Unabomber) through his 
own written manifesto; Bruno Richard Hauptmann who was 
convicted of the Charles A. Lindbergh Jr. kidnapping through 
handwriting analysis; and former FBI Agent Robert Hannsen 
who passed highly sensitive information to his Soviet and 
Russian handlers in exchange for large sums of cash and other 
compensation. The information he provided compromised 
FBI and U.S. intelligence operations, techniques, sources, and 
methods, and earned him life in prison. Obtained documents 
were examined for handwriting comparison, indented writing, 
and other unusual features. 
	 Unfortunately the documents do not come in a nice, 
sorted, bound condition. Condemning documents could be at 
the bottom of a trash can, under the spaghetti sauce and egg 
shells, or stored in the wheel well of a car, so the police don’t 
find it executing a search warrant. Some criminals even try 
and put the paper through a paper shredder to destroy it. (An 
8 ½ by 11 cross-cut page contains approximately 400-600 
fragments).
       Evidence submissions like this can come in 33 gallon 
garbage bags taken from a bookmaker running an illegal 
sports betting ring or a drug dealer or even major corporations 

Match Me If You Can:
Shredded document reconstruction

By Deneen L. Hernandez
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such as Enron to destroy evidence of their corruption.
	 Luckily, there are people in laboratories across the 
country that manage to examine these documents in whatever 
form they come in. Professional training by crime laboratories 
provides the examiner the ability to put these torn or shredded 
pieces of paper together that make sense to the reader. Think 
of it like putting a puzzle together that makes a picture.
	 For all practical purposes, shredding documents provides 
security in an imperfect world. Major world companies, the 
Departments of Defense, and John Q. Citizen use document 
shredders to protect information that should not be thrown 
out with the trash. We hear everyday about the thousands 
of people who have had their identities stolen because they 
throw out their electric bill or Visa statement with Monday 
night’s trash. 
       Documents shredders provide an individual or a 
corporation with the feeling of security because documents 
can be torn, shredded in a columnar fashion and cross-cut 
with newly developed shredders that provide the ultimate in 
document disposal security.
	 In 1979 when Iranian revolutionaries took over the 
country from the Shah the new government hired local 
carpet weavers to help reconstruct shredded documents. 
These artisans were used to tying 400 knots per inch and the 
work went quickly. In response, the US government updated 
their document destroying repertoire to include pulping, 
pulverizing, and chemical decomposition.
	 Today computers can make quick work of reconstructing 
shredded documents, even those from cross-cut machines. 
One Houston firm developed a special process after the Enron 
scandal. They currently charge thousands of dollars per 
cubic foot of shreds, and thanks to law firms, they have more 
business than they can handle.
	 Questioned document examiners sometimes conduct edge 

examinations on shredded, torn, or cut paper, tape (paper and 
scotch tapes), postage stamps, or other document evidence 
materials to determine if two or more specimens were 
attached at one time.
	 Torn or otherwise obliterated documents also provide a 
window into the world of individuals or operations that do 
not operate legally. This provides a valuable learning tool for 
students.
	 In May, 2009, I traveled from the FBI, where I work, 
to the Chautauqua Erie II BOCES Explorer Program to 
conduct a training exercise with Dan Depitrio’s criminal 
justice students. The exercises had several components: 
first, a shredded document reconstruction of a threat letter 
to a major power company. The second part was a code 
breaking exercise using a simple substitution system on 
the reconstructed letter to decode the cipher, and last was 
an examination on a piece of physical evidence exercise 
involving the identification of the fingerprint to the suspect.
 	 This article will concentrate on the manual reconstruction 
of the document.

To begin the reconstruction of a torn or shredded document, 
each student or pair will need:

•	 Machine shredded paper (columnar) 
•	 Hand magnifier
•	 Two sided tack paper (3M®) and clear 

polyethylene film (Mylar®), or an equivalent.
•	 Scissors
•	 Forceps
•	 Rulers
•	 Tape
•	 Ultraviolet (UV) source or equivalent
•	 Protective gloves

(Continued on p. 26)
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Granular zinc, 2.0 grams
Reflux apparatus (round bottom 
flask, condenser, two hoses and a 
water source and sink)
Ring stand
Clamp
Wire heating element or bunsen 
burner

Fluorescin is made by reducing 
fluorescein in the presence of zinc. 

Procedure: 
1. Set up the ring stand and clamp 
near a water source and gas source 
(and electrical if using heating element). 
2. Place either the heating element or the clay triangle in the 
clamp. Connect Bunsen burner if not using heating element.
3. Place the fluorescein solution (0.2 grams of fluorescein in 
20 mLs of dionized water and 2.0 grams of sodium hydroxide, 
NaOH), in a round bottom flask that can be heated and 
connected to a condenser. 
4. Add 2.0 grams of granular zinc to the flask. 
5. Place the flask on the ring stand in the heating element or 
on the clay triangle. 
6. Clamp the condenser in place above the flask. 
7. Connect the condenser to a water source at the bottom and 
into a sink at the top. 
8. Run tap water through the condenser while heating the 
solution until the solution is clear. The heating process 
takes 2-3 hours. Dilute 5:1 with 95% ethanol. Stored in a 
refrigerator, this keeps well for a limited time (~ 6 months). 

Leucocrystal Violet (LCV):

Materials 
5-Sulfosalicylic acid, 5.0 grams 
Distilled water, 50 mls
3% hydrogen peroxide, 200 mls
Leucocrystal violet, 0.75 grams
Flask, 250 ml 
250 ml beaker
Glass stirring rod
Fine mist spray bottle

Procedure:
1. Place 5.0 grams of 5-Sulfosalicylic acid in a 250 mls flask.
2. Add 50 mls distilled water to the flask, stirring thoroughly.
3. Place 20 mls peroxide in beaker. Add leucocrystal violet to 
peroxide and stir thoroughly.
4. Add the peroxide mixture to the flask containing 
5-Sulfosalicylic acid.
5. Mix solutions well. 
6. Store the solution in the refrigerator to extend the life of the 
solution. Good for a year if kept cool and out of light. 

To use
Transfer amount needed to a spray bottle. 10-20 mls at a time. 
 
Suggested Demonstration
In order to prepare for this demonstration you should purchase 
a package of ground beef and drain off the blood. The blood 
can be stored in the refrigerator for two to three days or 
frozen until needed. Choose a surface on which to smear 
the blood. (A patterned stain that can be visualized when 
illuminated is much more impressive to the students! You can 
do this by dipping the bottom of some object into the blood. 
Then pressing that object onto the surface to be sprayed. A 
shoe works well for this.) A square of tile works great as the 
surface to be sprayed and can be purchased inexpensively, 
fifty cents a piece, at a warehouse-type hardware store. Allow 
to sit for an hour, to dry on the surface. Wash or rinse the 
surface off so that no blood can be seen. When ready to show 
this demonstration, spray the surface with leucocrystal violet. 
It should be immediately visible. 

Untouched bloodstain on a piece of paper

Kastle Meyers on blood spatter

(Continued from p.17)
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Trace Evidence
Name___________________

1 2

3

4 5 6

7

8 9

10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27 28

Across
3. The study of pollen
4. The first step of analyzing trace evidence
7. Wool is this type of fiber
8. Arson trace evidence

10. Evidence from follicles
11. a type of soidified liquid trace evidence
14. glass's telltale index
17. Wayne Williams used this to wash off trace
18. This has a medulla
20. Trace found on a shooter

Down
1. Trace evidence commonly gleaned from cars
2. Trace evidence from plants
5. One of the most common types of trace 

evidence
6. A long chain of molecules
9. The biggest danger to trace evidence

12. This is the father of trace evidence
13. Contains the color of a hair
15. Tire trace evidence
16. The size of the majority of trace evidence
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Solution

Trace Evidence
Name___________________

P1 P2

P3 A L Y N O L O G Y
P4 H5 O T O G R A P6 H Y I L

A O N7 A T U R A L
I A8 C9 C E L E R A N T E
R O Y D10 N A

N M G11 L12 A S S C13

R14 E F R A C T I V E I15 O M16 O
A R M C R17 I V E R S
M P H18 A I R C T
I C19 R R R E

G20 U N S H O T R E S I D U E O X
A M S S
T P S F21 O L L I C L E
I A S O

P22 O L A R I Z I N G P
N I O F23 I B E R S

S S24 N Y T H E T I C
G25 R O O V E S B

N E F26 I L A M E N T
D R

S27 K I D M A R K S E28 X P L O S I V E

Across
3. The study of pollen [PALYNOLOGY] 
4. The first step of analyzing trace evidence 

[PHOTOGRAPHY] 
7. Wool is this type of fiber [NATURAL] 
8. Arson trace evidence [ACCELERANT] 

10. Evidence from follicles [DNA] 
11. a type of soidified liquid trace evidence [GLASS] 
14. glass's telltale index [REFRACTIVE] 
17. Wayne Williams used this to wash off trace 

[RIVERS] 
18. This has a medulla [HAIR] 

Down
1. Trace evidence commonly gleaned from cars 

[PAINT] 
2. Trace evidence from plants [POLLEN] 
5. One of the most common types of trace 

evidence [HAIR] 
6. A long chain of molecules [POLYMER] 
9. The biggest danger to trace evidence 

[CONTAMINATION] 
12. This is the father of trace evidence [LOCARD] 
13. Contains the color of a hair [CORTEX] 
15. Tire trace evidence [IMPRESSSIONS] 

Trace Evidence
Name___________________

1 2

3

4 5 6

7

8 9

10

11 12 13

14 15 16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27 28

Across
3. The study of pollen
4. The first step of analyzing trace evidence
7. Wool is this type of fiber
8. Arson trace evidence

10. Evidence from follicles
11. a type of soidified liquid trace evidence
14. glass's telltale index
17. Wayne Williams used this to wash off trace
18. This has a medulla
20. Trace found on a shooter

Down
1. Trace evidence commonly gleaned from cars
2. Trace evidence from plants
5. One of the most common types of trace 

evidence
6. A long chain of molecules
9. The biggest danger to trace evidence

12. This is the father of trace evidence
13. Contains the color of a hair
15. Tire trace evidence
16. The size of the majority of trace evidenceAcross

21. The bottom of a hair
22. Microscope that uses aligned light
23. Rugs give these up
24. Nylon is this type of fiber
25. trace from a bullet
26. Headlamp part that confirms it was on when 

examined
27. Trace left after auto accidents
28. Trace left after explosions

Down
19. Two microscopes in one
23. Left behind by clothing
24. Trace often linked to trees
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The Answer Page

Quiz Answers (from page 35)

Mini Mystery Solution (from page 6)

 Scoring (Number correct) 

0-3: Whoops! Was this a quiz about hair? You must have 
thought it was about air! Either you’ve had yours bleached 
one time too many, or you simply drank the dye. You probably 
think a hair extension is a something Rapunzel threw down 
for her boyfriend.
4-7: You’re a little better than your clueless friends who did 
worse than if they’d just guessed at the answers, but you’ve 
still got a ways to go. Study, study hard and you might get 
more right next time the subject comes up. Then rinse and 
repeat.
8-10: Great! Maybe you’re a werewolf, or just have a lot of 
wigs at home, but no one pulls the wool over your eyes on 
this subject. You care about hair, if it’s bare it’s rare, don’t 
dare to pare, not fair to stare. Ai’ght?

Murder at Big Jake’s 
Since he was identified at the bar, Gummond’s first 

statement is false. Under either variation of the disorder, 
his second statement is therefore true. The content of that 
statement implies the truth of the fourth statement as well 

If Gummond were lying every third statement, his fourth 
statement (three after the false first statement) would be 
false, which it isn’t. Thus he is lying every other statement. 
Gummond’s third statement is therefore false, and he did the 
shooting. 

1.	 False. Hair by itself does not contain nuclear DNA 
which is needed to link it to a person. If the hair is 
ripped out, the follicle at the root will contain nuclear 
DNA, but a piece of hair by itself won’t tell you who 
it came from.

2.	 True. As your body metabolizes the drugs some of it 
ends up in your hair. If you did cocaine or marijuana 
six months ago, and hair grows at the rate of half an 
inch per month, traces of the drugs will be detectible 
where your hair is three inches long.

3.	 False. Forensic scientists can tell a lot of things from 
a person’s hair, but the age of the person it came 
from is not one of them. 

4.	 False. While the three anthropologically defined 
races of Man have their own readily identifiable hair 
medulla characteristics, interbreeding between the 
races clouds the matter. This answer is false because 
while a victim with a white mother and a black father 
will display hair medulla matching that of a Negroid, 
it will be impossible to tell the victim was half 
white, and the victim may be able to pass as white. 
Generally, it is safer to say that the appearance of a 
hair’s medulla is of use in excluding the other races. 

5.	 False. While hair without a follicle will contain 
mitochondrial DNA, this type of DNA can only 
be used to trace the hair back to an individual 
descending from a particular maternal blood line, not 
to the individual himself.

6.	 True.
7.	 True.
8.	 False. Ten minutes after the heart stops every cell 

in the body is dead from lack of oxygen, including 
follicle cells. The reason exhumed individuals look 
like their hair and nails have grown is because the 
skin tightens up and accentuates the prominence of 
the hair and hails, especially beard stubble.

9.	 True.
10.	 False. While many variants of papillomavirus have 

been found on the skin of dozens of species of 
animals, the hair analyzed by forensic laboratories 
generally comes from humans, and it is generally 
analyzed because it was separated from the 
individual who grew it. No universal precautions 
are necessary except for those necessary to prevent 
contamination of the sample.
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Tess (Continued from page 13)

Hair Quiz
Most people don’t know how many hairs they have on their head. These are the same people who don’t know how 

many hairs they lose daily. And they don’t even give a hoot that even whales have a few vestigal hairs. But what 
about the weaves some women wear along with their own locks? They can be real or synthetic, expensive or 

cheap (and cheap looking). Here’s a short quiz to find out what you know about hair.

Answers on page 34

By Roger Wilson

FT: I think they’ll figure it out. You take a lot of time to put 
together a complex piece of work that is ultimately very sat-
isfying in the end. And they crank out something on a weekly 
basis that is compelling for a television show.

TG: And we shouldn’t underestimate the work that goes into 
their writing. They were in a real rush producing a script 
every two weeks, and to do this with a brand new series I 
thought they did a good job considering how rushed they 
were. 

FT: And it’s a very enjoyable show.

TG: I think the pilot was the highest rated debut of a cable 
show ever.

FT: That’s great. Let’s return to the classroom and foren-
sics for a bit. What advice do you have for a student taking 
forensics who wants a career in it? I guess they have to be 
self-motivated?

TG: Yes, you can’t really do much about that; they have to be 
motivated or not. But what I would encourage them to do is 
to really and truly master one basic science. Be a chemist. Get 
your degree in chemistry or get your degree in DNA. Know 
the basic science because what I learned from talking to pro-
fessors at the forensic program at Penn State is that what sets 
one student apart from another is their depth of knowledge on 
one particular topic. One of the professors there is a physical 
chemist and he is the one people go to to design machinery or 

to know how to fix this machine or to know everything there 
is to know about accelerants.
     I think a lot of kids think they can be a jack of all trades, 
and you have to know something about all aspects of foren-
sics if you’re going to work in a lab, but you also want to be 
the go-to person. When no one knows the answer to a ques-
tion you want to know the answer because of your depth of 
knowledge in the specialty you’re passionate about. Find your 
niche and claim it.

FT: You know, you’re not the first person I’ve interviewed 
who has said exactly the same thing: get a degree in a spe-
cialty. There are too many generalists out there. 

TG: I think that’s really true. 

that fool you. Each is a great resource loaded with 
experiments and content for any age forensic student. Or, if 
a teacher is new to the subject, they’ll get a lot out of these 
volumes. Even if a teacher is experienced these are great 
resources to have.
	 The books can be ordered from Freyscientific.com. The 
website is a little confusing so click on the Shop Our Store 
button, then enter the subject title of each book in the search 
box. 

Reviewed by Enrico Pelazzo

Books (continued from p. 6)

1.	 ________True/False.   Hair contains DNA which can 
be used to track it back to the person it came from.

2.	  ________True/False.  Hair absorbs illegal drugs and 
can be used for a drug test.

3.	 ________True/False.  The age of an individual can 
be determined from their hair.

4.	 ________True/False.  Race can be determined from 
a piece of hair.

5.	 ________True/False.  Hair contains mitochondrial 
DNA which can be traced back to an individual and 
used to identify them.

6.	 ________True/False.  The cortex of hair contains its 
color.

7.	 ________True/False.  The hair on your head grows 
at about half an inch per month.

8.	 ________True/False.  After you die your hair will 
grow an additional three millimeters until the follicle 
cells expire. Those cells need very little oxygen 
and nutrition and can live for up to a week after a 
person’s death.

9.	 ________True/False.  Under a microscope every 
species’ hair looks different, even if the species are 
closely related like ferrets and minks, or rats and 
gerbils.

10.	 ________True/False.  Universal precautions (gloves, 
mask, etc…) must be taken when performing 
detailed analyses of hair samples because of the 
possibility of contracting papillomaviruses. 
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What’s Going On?
Ask the 

Morgue Guy

Below are only some of the great training offered by the American Academy 
of Forensic Science’s website (www.aafs.org). Please note: all email and 
website links are active. 

Q.  Sometimes I’ll look through 
a forensics catalog or browse at 
a yard sale and find something 
really cool, like a misshapen 
skull or a scale like Lady Justice 
carries. I find myself wanting 
those things for my classroom, 
or, worse yet, my office at home. 
Is there something wrong with 
me for being interested in 
criminalistic memorabilia?
	 Sharon Anne Wallace, 
Canton, Missouri.

A.  Not at all. Being interested 
in your subject is not only 
healthy, but it helps feed the 
passion within you. I hope 
you take some things from 
your collection in to show your 
students. These things help 
lend credibility to your lessons 
and your crime scenes. Plus, 
many of your students are likely 
to appreciate them as well. 

If you’re not too attached to 
some of your goodies, and your 
students are as engaged by 
them as you are, it’s possible 
you could have an end-of-year 
auction, either outloud or silent. 
Your students won’t bid on 
everything, there’s no pressure 
to bid, and you have a great 
opportunity to raise money to 
supplement your classroom 
budget. What doesn’t sell 
can be used for next year’s 
classroom. 

It’s possible local law 
enforcement might be willing to 
donate a few items too. 

NOVEMBER 2010

19-20 
Cyril H. Wecht Institute of Forensic Science and Law 10th Annual Conference 
- Cause and Manner of Death Hosted by The Cyril H. Wecht Institute of 
Forensic Science and Law.   To be held at  Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, 
PA. CONTACT: wechtinstitute@duq.edu www.duq.edu/forensics (412) 396-1330

22-25 
10th International Symposium on the Analysis and Detection of Explosives 
(ISADE) To be held at the The Shine Dome in Canberra, Australia. www.ncfs.edu.
au/isade.html

29 – Dec 2 
The Annual Conference & AGM of the Canadian Society of Forensic Science To 
be held at The Grand Hotel in Toronto, Canada. CONTACT: Monica.Sloan@ontario.
ca

DECEMBER 2010

6-10 
Basic Bloodstain Pattern Analysis Workshop Presented by the Specialized 
Training Unit at the Metropolitan Police Institute of the Miami-Dade Police 
Department, Doral, Florida. CONTACT: Toby L. Wolson, MS, F-ABC Miami-
Dade Police Department Crime Laboratory Bureau 9105 N.W. 25th St. Doral, FL 
33172 (305) 471-3041 Fax: (305) 471-2052 Twolson@mdpd.com

6-10
 Forensic Evidence Course To be held at the Double Tree Hotel San Diego Mission 
Valley in San Diego, CA. www.ndaa.org/ncda 
 
 
JANUARY 2011

10-14 
Medicolegal Death Investigator Training Course Sponsored by Saint Louis 
University.  To be held in St. Louis, MO CONTACT:  Mary Fran Ernst or Julie 
Howe  (314) 977-5970 http://medschool.slu.edu/mldi/    

17-18 
The Body as a Crime Scene: Forensics and Cold Case Investigations 
Seminar Presented by Dr Henry Lee with Dr Leah Bush and Richard Conway. To be 
held at George Mason University in Fairfax, Virginia. CONTACT: http://ocpe.gmu.
edu/forcoldcase.html  (703) 993-8335

mailto:wechtinstitute@duq.edu
http://www.duq.edu/forensics
http:// www.ncfs.edu.au/isade.html
http:// www.ncfs.edu.au/isade.html
mailto:Monica.Sloan@ontario.ca
mailto:Monica.Sloan@ontario.ca
mailto:Twolson@mdpd.com
http:// www.ndaa.org/ncda 
http://medschool.slu.edu/mldi/ 
 http://ocpe.gmu.edu/forcoldcase.html
 http://ocpe.gmu.edu/forcoldcase.html
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What’s Going On?

As many of you are aware 
already, some of your students 
don’t have the same stomach as 
the rest of the class. These are 
the kids who look ready to bring 
up their last meal when you talk 
about maggots or splash blood 
around. These kids always 
hang back when it comes time 
to check the decomp study.

As cool as you and most of 
your students think forensics 
is, there will always be students 
who are there for various 
reasons, reasons that are 
different from the rest of the 
class. Forcing them to get close 
to rancid-smelling flesh, or 
watch videos they wouldn’t on 
their own is only going to turn 
them off to the subject. There’s 
a school of thought that says 
repeated exposure will help 
them acclimate, but you should 
let them do it at their own pace. 
This might mean asking anyone 
who is squeamish to notify you 
after class of their preferences. 
It might mean letting them go to 
the library and do a short report 
for you on the day everyone 
else watches the autopsy video. 

There’s a reason not every 
professional in forensics 
works in pathology. We all 
have different strengths and 
preferences. Let your students 
find their own niche, and 
gradually work up to everything 
without being forced.

Just
for Fun
Reassure your 

students

 
 
FEBRUARY 2011

20-21 
2nd International Conference on Recent Advances in Forensic Sciences, 
Forensic Medicine & Toxicology Organized by Indian Association of Medico-
Legal Experts (Regd).  To be held at the Hotel Reveria De Goa in Ximer, Arpora, 
Bardez Goa- 403 518, India. CONTACT: http://www.iamleconf.in
 

  MARCH 2011   

14-18 
Medicolegal Death Investigator Training Course Sponsored by Saint Louis 
University.  To be held in St. Louis, MO CONTACT:  Mary Fran Ernst or Julie 
Howe  (314) 977-5970 http://medschool.slu.edu/mldi/ 
  
21-25 
Basic Facial Reconstruction Sculpture To be held at the University of Oklahoma 
in Norman, OK. CONTACT: Betty Pat. Gatliff (405) 321-8706 www.sculpture.
outreach.ou.edu  

21-25 
Forensic Human Identification Course Hosted by the Queen Mary’s School of 
Medicine and Dentistry at the University of London. CONTACT: Professor Peter 
Vanezis +44(0)20 7882 3401 Cameron-forensics@qmul.ac.uk   

28- Apr. 1 
Advance Facial Reconstruction Sculpture To be held at the University of 
Oklahoma in Norman, OK. CONTACT: Betty Pat. Gatliff (405) 321-8706 www.
sculpture.outreach.ou.edu  

30-Apr. 1 
4th Annual Forensic Investigations Sponsored by Saint Luke’s Hospital of Kansas 
City.  To be held at the Marriott Hotel in Kansas City, MO. CONTACT: Connie 
Brogan, RN (816) 617-7892 nurseline@saint-lukes.org or www.
saintlukeshealthsystem.org/forensic  

LATER 2011

June 13-17
Basic Bloodstain Pattern Analysis: To be held at The Bloodstain Forensic Institute 
in Corning, NY. CONTACT: Dr. Herbert Leon MacDonell (607) 962-6581 or 
forensiclab@stny.rr.com.

September19-23
Basic Bloodstain Pattern Analysis: To be held at The Bloodstain Forensic Institute 
in Corning, NY. CONTACT: Dr. Herbert Leon MacDonell (607) 962-6581 or 
forensiclab@stny.rr.com. This is the last time this course will be offered.

http://www.iamleconf.in
http://medschool.slu.edu/mldi/
http://www.sculpture.outreach.ou.edu
http://www.sculpture.outreach.ou.edu
mailto:Cameron-forensics%40qmul.ac.uk?subject=Human%20ID%20Course
http://www.sculpture.outreach.ou.edu
http://www.sculpture.outreach.ou.edu
mailto:nurseline%40saint-lukes.org?subject=Conference
http://www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org/forensic
http://www.saintlukeshealthsystem.org/forensic
mailto:forensiclab%40stny.rr.com?subject=Bloodstain%20Pattern%20Analysis
mailto:forensiclab%40stny.rr.com?subject=Bloodstain%20Pattern%20Analysis
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The police just dream about geniuses like these guys...

Day to Day
We’re starting a new series 
called A Day In The Life Of...
that will look at what it takes to 
be this or that type of specialist, 
written by a specialist in that 
field.

Budget ‘Scopes
We’re going to have a roundup 
of budget digital microscopes 
and let you know which ones are 
gems and which ones are junk.

Graphology 
Galore!
Can your handwriting really 
tell an investigator what sort of 
person you are? We’ll have a fun 
lab for your students to try.

And much, 
much more!

Selma Elmore, a 44-year old Lockland, Ohio woman, flagged down a passing 
police car and asked if there were any outstanding warrants out on her. When 
the cop checked and responded in the affirmative, Elmore fled. She was quickly 
apprehended and arrested.

A man wearing a black T-shirt and sunglasses hid in a closet of an Arlington, 
Texas, bank until the bank closed. He then emerged from the closet, brandished a 
weapon, and forced employees into the vault. A few minutes later he ran from the 
bank with $183,000. Four hours later police stopped Tyce Von Franklin who was 
doing 54 mph in a 40 mph zone. Officers searched his car and found marijuana, 
a gun, a surgical mask, and a very large amount of cash. He was also wearing the 
same shirt he wore during the robbery. Then the police began going through his 
cell phone. They found texts to Kyle Lightner, a teller at the bank, who had texted 
Von Franklin a few minutes before the robbery reminding him not to forget his 
sunglasses. He also warned Lightner about a co-worker who, “screams at scary 
movies, so be calm.” Lightner was arrested and the FBI is looking into another 
bank robbery in the area that followed the same MO. Coincidently, Lightner was a 
teller at that bank when it was robbed.

James Johnson of Webster, Massachusetts, was arrested for drunk driving after he 
crashed his car into a house. This is his fourth arrest for DUI. When police arrived 
they found Johnson’s truck up on the front steps of a private residence. Johnson 
was alone, and sitting behind the wheel, but claimed his brother had been driving. 
At the time of his arrest Johnson was wearing a T-shirt that said, “I have a drinking 
problem.”

When police in Bradenton, Florida stopped 25-year old Raymond Roberts for 
speeding they smelled marijuana in his car and searched him. They found a bag of 
the drug wedged between his buttocks. When they also found another bag there, 
this one containing 27 pieces of crack cocaine he gave them the complete story. 
According to Roberts, the marijuana was his, but the crack wasn’t. He was arrested 
on the spot.

Earle Barranco walked into Chelsea’s Good Stuff Diner in New York and got 
into a dispute with with Corey Scott. Tempers flaired and Barranco drew a gun 
and shot Scott, killing him, an act witnessed by everyone in the diner. NYPD 
quickly figured out who he was and put out a nation-wide arrest warrant noting 
that Barranco was in possession of Scott’s diamond-encrusted moneybag on a gold 
chain. Barranco evaded police and fled to Charlotte, NC. While there he went to an 
NBA Charlotte Bobcats game and walked past a jumbotron camera as it zoomed in 
on him with his special, new jewelry. Fans recognized him, authorities were called, 
and he was nabbed the following week as he went to another game. 

Police in Des Plaines, Illinois, used a not-so sophisticated method to track a man 
who was surprised by a female relative as he rifled through her jewelery. After 
he fled and the cops were called they noted the clear footprints going from her 
house to another house on the same block. What made the case even easier was 
the freshly fallen, undisturbed 10-inch snowfall that obscured everything with a 
pristine, wintery blanket. Undisturbed, that is, except for the evidence.

Matthew Nieveen of Nebraska was arrested on DUI and underage alcohol 
possession after driving erratically. His Halloween costume was an alcohol 
breathalyzer.
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More stoopid criminals; these guys are priceless.
Click on the cameras below to see the movies (internet connection 

required).

Stoopid Movies

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amP1RYpYbqg&playnext=1&videos=SDeRhnfg6go&feature=grec_index
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9VMMJ8g20og&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctT1VxgSqHA&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sQ4_yW8bu3M



