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Articles

12 Subscription Box Mysteries

By Mike Latsch
For the cost of a single person at an escape room you
can have nearly the same experience delivered to your
door every month. A murder has been committed, some
evidence is provided, and some only comes to light after
you solve challenging puzzles. How many suspects are
lying? How many have alibis? We reviewed three of the
most popular options if this is how you like to blow off
steam, or if you’re looking for a new way to challenge
your students.

16 Gifts to Ask for This Year or
Next

By Our dedicated, tireless staff.
Our staff spent a lot of time searching for the kind of
gifts our readers would really appreciate, presents they
probably didn’t get. Take a look at what we found so the
next time someone asks you what you want you’ll know
exactly what to say.

34 The Murder Mystery: An
exercise in effective group
discussion and problem solving

By Peter Pappas
Want to get your kids talking and cooperating as never
before? This activity makes sure there are no hitchhikers
because everyone has a part to play.
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36 A Quick Skeletal Remains
Lab Set-Up for Forensic
Anthropology

By Shelley Montgomery, Ed.D.
If you’re short on time or space, but want your students
to get a great forensic anthropology experience, this lab
is exactly what you’re looking for.

43 Amazing Books Right Up
Your Alley

By Our dedicated, tireless staff.
We know what you like to read in your spare time, so
we hit the bricks, paddled up the Amazon, and tracked
down some titles we think you’re going to have trouble
putting down.

50 Forensic Science Case
Study Project

By Kelley Shepherd
Case studies are wonderful because they ask the
student to take a deep dive into a criminal case and
become intimate with the details. This activity will guide
your students through the necessary steps to produce a
great one.

58 Podcasts Just For You

By Our dedicated, tireless staff.
Who doesn’t have time to listen to an engaging authority
talk about true crime or forensics for a few minutes?
Maybe on the way to work or while you’re looking over
homework or during the special me time you’re going
to find yourself carving out once you get a taste of how
addicting and soothing and wonderful each of these little
gems are.

On the cover: On February 14, 1929, Al Capone's men
redefined how Americans thought about Valentine's Day.
Read the full story at https://www.chicagomag.com/ChicagoMagazine/May-2010/Get-Capone-St-Valentines-DayMassacre-Jonathan-Eig/.

The Forensic Teacher • Spring
Spring2021
2021

11

Editorial
An Accidental Issue
In early December we stumbled upon a couple dozen novelty items on Amazon
we thought would be great gifts for forensic educators. This issue was originally
supposed to be a holiday flyer to give readers a heads-up about what they might
want to ask for for Christmas. And then we found some really neat books we
thought you might like. And that was supposed to be it. Until we stumbled across a
whole mess of podcasts you’re going to love. Then some outstanding books landed
on our porch and we decided to review them for you. By now it’s New Year’s.
Okay, we thought, this will be a guide to everything you should’ve asked for and
can maybe still get after you return those presents you really didn’t want. And then
2021 started off worse than 2020.
January gifted us with the worsening of a serious chronic illness for a key
staff member, a pair of family emergencies, and the unrelated deaths of two close
friends. The good news? Some thoughtful readers sent lessons and activities, which
meant we now had enough material for a full issue. If you didn’t get what you
wanted for Valentine’s Day, you should have no trouble finding what you want next
year in our pages. Or for Christmas, or your birthday. Or any other day you want to
reward yourself for something outstanding you did. Or just because it’s a Tuesday.
Because it came together so quickly this is the first issue we’ve ever
published without an interview. Whenever we’ve asked our readers to rank our
regular features the interview always landed in the middle, so we didn’t think you’d
mind if we skipped it this time. However, we are in the process of transcribing a
delightful conversation I had with Cece Moore, a genetic genealogist who hosted
The Genetic Detective on ABC in 2020, which will be in our next issue.
By the time you read this it will be nearly a year since our educational
world turned upside down. You’ve faced a lot of challenges and there’s been a lot of
growing pains. And you persevered. Please tell us how you did it, what you learned,
and what advice you have for anyone still struggling. Drop us a line at admin@
theforensicteacher.com so we can give you credit, and you can ease someone else’s
burden.

Dr. Mark Feil
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Forensic News
●● If you’re a fan of horror movies or tree removal you know
the value of the chainsaw. What most people don’t know,
however, is the chainsaw was invented in 1780, and was
originally powered by a hand crank. It wasn’t invented to cut
wood, but to assist in childbirth when the baby wouldn’t fit
through the mother’s pelvis. Believe it or not, it was quicker
and more efficient than the traditional symphysiotomy, which
until then had been done using a small knife and handsaw.
For more information go to https://www.businessinsider.com/
chainsaws-were-originally-invented-for-helping-childbirthnot-cutting-wood-2018-6
●● Before COVID-19 facial recognition software relied
upon measurements between and of the mouth, nose,
cheeks, and eyes to make an identification by comparing
the numbers to those generated from a database of known
photographs like mugshots or driver licenses. Once people
began wearing masks the success rate plummeted. Last year
software developers stepped up to the challenge and the new
algorithms can easily identify individuals using measurements
from just the eyes and nose. However, if a suspect wears
sunglasses and a hat in addition to a mask the software is
helpless. For details visit https://reason.com/2020/12/04/
facial-recognition-programs-get-better-at-recognizingmasked-faces/.
●● Forensic chemist Igor Lednev of the University of
Albany and graduate student have developed a technique
for discriminating between human and animal blood which
can be done at the crime scene in less than a second. Current
tests must be done in a lab and result in the destruction of
the sample. Lednev’s method uses a laser on a dried blood
sample. In tests with 15 human blood samples and 89 animal
blood samples the technique was 100% accurate. The lab
previously developed tests for blood, sweat, and saliva that
can pinpoint the race, sex, and age of the sample donor, as
well as if they are a smoker. Lednev is working with the
New York state police crime lab system to integrate all these
abilities into a single, handheld instrument. The whole story
can be seen at https://www.newswise.com/articles/forensicchemist-s-laser-technique-distinguishes-human-and-animalblood.

use of Scientific Measurements in Forensic Science.” They
contend experts in these disciplines are able to skirt how their
fields are assessed for reliability and likelihood of producing
false results. An answer of inconclusive either validates
their expertise or doesn’t count against their testimony. For
example, if an expert is asked about 10 pieces of evidence and
nine of them are inconclusive, but one of them is a match, the
jury typically regards the expert as 100% accurate. This has
huge implications in a criminal case. You can read more about
it at https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2020/12/forensicscience-accuracy-firearm-fingerprint-comparisons.html.

Everyone
was excited
at Autopsy
Club last week
because it was
open Mike
night.

●● Testimony in court by a forensic expert is often regarded
as gospel by a jury, especially when it comes to fingerprints
and firearms. The experts are shown fingerprints from known
digits or shell casings from known guns and asked if they
can tell the difference between the exemplars and evidence.
The experts typically give one of three answers: the evidence
is a match, the evidence is not a match, or the result is
inconclusive. Pretty cut and dried, right? Not so fast say Itiel
Dror and Nicholas Scurich, authors of new paper titled “(Mis)
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Mini-Mystery
The Case of the Suspicious Fire

4

SHORTLY AFTER THREE in the morning, Royston
firefighters brought the fire at James Fine Clothing under
control. Inspector Matthew Walker, who was on call that
June night, squinted his eyes against the flashing red lights
and drifting water spray that mingled with the voices of the
firefighters. Patrolman Ryder saw the inspector and came up
to him.
“The fire captain called Jerry James, the store owner.
"Sir,” he said, “had to leave a message on his machine. The
adjacent buildings are safe now, but everything in the store is
destroyed.”
Walker knew the store had been struggling in recent
years, and suspected that the fire might be opportune. “Who
called the fire in?” he asked.
“Jimmy and I did, sir. We were on patrol nearby when
it started.”
“Did you see anyone in the
area earlier?”
“Only one at this time of
night, sir. A man with a brown beard
wearing a cap and a knapsack. Light
jacket and dark jeans. About five ten
in height. He was walking about a
block from the store.”
“Toward the store or away?”
“Away. We spotted the fire
about fifteen minutes later.”
“All right. Take a swing
around and see if you spot him.”
Ryder hurried off just as a fire captain approached
Walker with a bleary-eyed, balding man. Walker knew
Captain Henning.
“Walker, this is Jerry James, the owner of the store,”
Henning said. “He got my message and just arrived. I’ve
briefed him on our progress.”
“Thanks, Henning.” Walker turned to James. “Mr.
James, I understand the captain had to leave a message on
your machine. “Were you away from home?”
“No, Inspector,” James replied distractedly. “I keep
my bedside phone ringer switched off. Telemarketers have
been disturbing my midday nap lately. I didn’t hear the
kitchen phone ring, but when I came back from using the
bathroom I saw the message light of the bedside phone on.
After listening to the captain’s message, I threw on some
clothes and rushed here.”
“Is your store insured? “Walker asked casually.
“Yes, but it’s been my life!”
“Any idea how the fire started?”
“No, none.” James stared at the blaze. As he did,
Walker discreetly examined his face for traces of glue that
might have supported a false beard, but James’s smooth,
clean face revealed nothing. Walker did observe that his socks
were mismatched. After asking James for his address, Walker
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calculated that he would not have had time to set the fire, go
home to get the phone message, and return to the scene.
The inspector then turned to watch the dwindling fire,
lost in weary thought.
“You usually play rook-and-pawn endings well, Matt,”
remarked Thomas P. Stanwick two evenings later. He and
Walker settled themselves in the lounge of the Royston Chess
Club after their weekly game. “That’s to your credit, too, for
they’re one of the purest tests of chess skill. Tonight, though,
you fell apart quickly. Anything on your mind?”
“Just tired,” replied Walker. “I was at a fire downtown
the other night.”
“Oh, sure, always some excuse.” Stanwick smiled.
“You were sick. You had the black pieces. You were up all
night investigating a crime.”
“We don’t know for sure that it was a crime,” said
Walker. “Do you know of James Fine Clothing?”
“Been in there. The clothing is a bit too fine for my
taste.”
“Obviously. Well, apparently a lot of other slobs agree
with you. The place has had some financial problems, and
I’ve learned that the fire occurred at a convenient time. The
owner’s creditors were starting to close in.” Walker described
the events and his observations of the evening.
“The fire department thinks arson is possible,” he
continued. “A wall panel near some electrical wiring had been
removed. The insurance company is suspicious, though 1
suppose they always are. James has some electrical training,
and he’s the right height and hair color to fit the description of
the bearded man the patrol saw in the area shortly before the
fire started. But he lives too far away to have started the fire
and made the round trip home for the phone message.”
“Are you sure he heard the phone message?” asked
Stanwick.
“Yes. I’m told that when he arrived at the fire, he
referred to it and asked for Henning by name.”
Stanwick idly fingered the tip of his drooping
mustache. “1 would say,” he offered, “that the insurance
company’s suspicions are well founded. James could
indeed have set the fire. Not only is it possible, his story is
certainly false, which makes his guilt probable. And despite
the aspersions you cast on my wardrobe, I might, being the
forgiving fellow I am, be willing to explain how 1 know.”
How does Stanwick know that James is lying?

(Answer on page 15)

Stan Smith was the author of three books of Stanwick minimysteries that have been published in nine languages and
sold over 120,000 copies.
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Hot Sites

Picked by us for you. And we’re picky. Only about 3%
of sites we become aware of make the cut, so you know
they’re worth a look.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_
gZ7CKKP3MY&t=345s

A crime scene analyst does a great job explaining how bullet trajectories
are determined, and what happens to a bullet when it strikes its target.

https://www.nist.gov/news-events/news/2019/11/
solution-hairy-problem-forensic-science

Do you have a
topic you’d like
us to cover?
Do you have a
lab you’d like
to feature?
Email us, tell
us about it!
admin@
theforensicteacher.com
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Scientists at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)
have developed a new way to analyze hair proteins without destroying
them. Once in solution, the protein molecules from two hairs can be
analyzed and compared, yielding objective, quantitative results. This site
goes over the process and the structure of hair in a way that’s nothing less
than amazing.

https://www.nbcnews.com/dateline

This is where you go when you want to binge watch every episode of
Dateline, one of America’s favorite true crime programs. Unfortunately,
you still have to sit through commercials. If you sign up for Peacock TV,
you have access to a dateline–only channel where you can watch until
your eyeballs melt.

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=forens
ics+expert+examines+20+crime+scenes

This link reveals dozens of YouTube videos hosted by forensic experts
and detectives who debunk CSI techniques from movies and TV, as well
as demonstrate proper procedures and explain how to secure and analyze
evidence.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXtOQXUbPgU

A YouTube video with 12 logic puzzles using crime and criminals as their
subject matter. Each requires quick thinking and sharp problem-solving
skills because you have less than a minute between each. Want more? The
YouTube sidebar has them ready or you can visit the authors’ YouTube
channel: 7-Second Riddles.
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Book Reviews

The Big Book of Serial Killers
Volume 2: Another 150 Serial Killer
Files of the World’s Worst Murderers
(An Encyclopedia of Serial Killers)
by Jack Rosewood and Rebecca Lo.
CreateSpace Independent Publishing
Platform, (ISBN 171030779X). $17.96
at Amazon.com.

6

I was looking through the offerings
on Netflix the other day when I noticed
a new series called Nightstalker. I
mentioned it to my wife who, without
looking up from her laptop, said,
“Oh, Richard Ramirez. That might be
good.” I don’t know what surprised
me more, that she knew the serial
killer’s real name, or that she didn’t
have to think about it. Ever since
Silence of the Lambs it seems serial
killers are as American as Instagram,
jazz, and baseball. A quick glance
through Amazon Prime Video, Netflix,
or Amazon.com on the topic reveals
Americans just can’t get enough of
them. Fortunately, if you want to binge
on serial killer history, cases, and
trivia, there’s no shortage of excellent
resources. One of the best places to start
is with the books by Jack Rosewood
and Rebecca Lo. In 2017 they wrote
The Big Book of Serial Killers: 150
Serial Killer Files of the World’s Worst
Murderers (An Encyclopedia of Serial

Killers, Volume 1), an amazing and
engaging piece of work. Obviously,
since there’s more than 150 serial
killers, there had to be a volume 2, and
Rosewood and Lo have delivered.
Like the previous volume, this
book includes 150 serial killers
arranged in alphabetical order. Each
sick, violent, twisted individual has
their own entry and Rosewood does
a great job flaying them open for us.
Readers learn everything about their
background, all the sordid details of
the murder including efforts by law
enforcement to stop them, and how
they were eventually caught. Each
killer also gets a section about their trial
and the outcome, which many people
never learn. Once the headlines fade,
the public usually never learns if the
killer is executed, dies of natural (or
unnatural) causes, or gets murdered
in prison. Rosewood and Lo pull the
curtain back even further and includes
some trivia with each entry. These
little nuggets range from fascinating to
horrific and are great when you want
to one-up a fellow true crime addict.
There’s no URL for each killer like
there was in the previous edition, but
each entry in this volume features
every piece of extra, miscellaneous
information you’d ever want plus a
sketch of each subject.
If you’re fascinated by, obsessed
with, or even just curious about serial
killers, a great place to start is volume
1. After you’ve finished you will likely
have trouble sleeping, not because of
the disturbing individuals you’ve read
about, but because you know there’s
another volume out there with even
more. This is that book and it’s worth
the wait.
Reviewed by Ricky Pelazzo
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18 Tiny Deaths: The Untold Story
of Frances Glessner Lee and the
Invention of Modern Forensics by
Bruce Goldfarb. Sourcebooks, (ISBN
1492680478). $17.59 at Amazon.
Frances Glessner Lee was born into
a privileged life in Chicago, Illinois
March 25, 1878. Due to her father’s
health issues, the doctor suggested they
summer away from the pollen-filled air
of Chicago. The family found a house
and farm in Littleton, New Hampshire
where they went every summer.
Fanny, as her family called her, and
her brother were schooled at home in
Chicago. She was an avid reader and
was taught the subjects of literature,
art, music, and natural sciences. They
both learned to play violin and dance.
Fanny was also gifted in sewing,
knitting, crocheting, and other forms
of needlework. She became fluent in
German, French, and Latin. The early
20th century did not look kindly on
women with intellect. Fannie didn’t
care; she was just getting started.
18 Tiny Deaths is the story of
Fanny’s creation of the Nutshell
Studies of Unexplained Deaths and her
development and endowment of the
Department of Legal Medicine and the
Magrath Library of Legal Medicine
at Harvard Medical School. The
Nutshells are dioramas, exact miniature
duplicates of crime scenes that display
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every forensic detail. Fanny pioneered
the system, which is still used by
investigators today.
Mr. Goldfarb did extensive research
to bring us a compelling, thoughtful,
wonderful view into Frances’s life and
work in developing forensics and death
investigation training. He weaves a
captivating story from the early 1900s to
her death in 1962.
Frances Glessner Lee is known as
the Mother of Forensic Science. Her
passion for her work was only eclipsed
by her tenacity in dealing with the male
dominated and bureaucratic domains of
police work and higher education.
This book is a great read, not
only for anyone interested in legal
medicine and death investigation, but
for readers of biographies about people
who made a difference in the world of
science, forensics, and police work. I
also recommend teachers encourage
female students read the book. Frances
is a model and inspiration for women
interested in the fields of forensics and
police work.
Reviewed by Tammy Feil

to tell you your father has been arrested
for murdering ten people, including two
children. You’ve always known him as
dad, but the world will remember him
as BTK.
Kerri shares her story in an honest
and courageous way as her life spiraled
down into a horrific nightmare. She
writes about her normal childhood
with a man who was a loving father
and husband, Boy Scout leader,
church president, and a public servant.
While navigating her life during her
father’s arrest, investigation, trial, and
conviction, Kerri looks at the parallels
of the murders with what was happening
at home, finding out that what she
believed about her father and her life
was a lie.
Kerri discusses the investigation and
information the police revealed and how
this affected her life and her relationship
with her father. She lived a nightmare
but tells her story with strength and a
sense of faith. Her journey back into the
light is neither easy nor predictable.
Many have heard or read about
the murders perpetrated by BTK that
came to light 31 years after the first
murder, but Kerri tells the story from a
unique perspective, his daughter’s point
of view. Her story is heartbreaking;
however, it’s told with an underlying
strength and faith that the sins of the
father are not passed to her.
If you want another viewpoint of the
life of a serial killer, this is the book for
you. Reading the story from a family
member’s perspective gives a different
angle to the victims of murderers.
Kerri gives us a view into her lifechanging knowledge that her father
was BTK. This is a great read, highly
recommended to anyone who knows the
murderer’s sins but wants to see another
perspective.
Reviewed by Tammy Feil

A Serial Killer’s Daughter: My Story
of Faith, Love, and Overcoming
by Kerri Rawson. Thomas Nelson
Publishing, (ISBN 1400201756). $14.16
at Amazon.
Imagine it’s 2005, you’re 26 years
old, and the FBI knocks on your door
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B

oth of these books are produced by Publications International
Ltd., are spiral bound, 192 pages, and contain a variety of
puzzle types that are repeated throughout the book. The
puzzles range from easy to challenging and would be good for bell
ringers, warm-ups, or extra credit. Other books are published by this
company and contains similar challenges. Each book is not so much
about the content suggested by the title, but the verbal, logic, and
visual puzzles within follow the theme. Answers are in the back

Brain Games - Criminal Mind
Puzzles: Collect The Clues And Crack
The Cases. Spiral-bound, 2018 by
Publications International Ltd. (ISBN:
1640306730). $11.68 at Amazon.
Types of puzzles in this book include
the following:

8

●● Seen at the scene puzzle asks you to
study a photograph of a crime scene and
then turn the page and pick the original
photo from a number of similar photos.
●● Comprehension puzzles test your
memory. You read a true crime story
and then answer questions about details
from memory.
●● Crack the password puzzles ask
you to unscramble the criminal’s
password or secret message. These are
cryptograms
●● Interception puzzles push you to
decode an intercepted message. You
must look for hidden patterns among
the letters and words of the message to
find the true meaning.
●● What changed puzzles. You study a
photograph for a minute then turn the
page and look at another photograph
and from memory pick out what
changed between them.
●● Logic puzzles ask you to use logic to
find the solution. All take the shape of
a series of clues each indirectly related
to the others, which require careful
inference.
●● Test of the alibi puzzles task you
with a list of statements given by
witnesses and suspects, and you have to

figure out who’s lying.
●● True crime accounts. Here you’re
given a background and outcomes of the
criminal investigation. After you turn
the page your comprehension is put to
the test.
●● Crime rhyme puzzles challenge
you to complete a sentence by rhyming
words.
●● Crossword puzzles. Yes, regular
crossword puzzles.
●● Words ladder puzzles ask you to
change one letter in a word to make a
new word, and this is repeated until all
letters have been replaced.
●● Fingerprint match puzzles. In these
you are given several fingerprints and
must match them to a suspect’s.
●● Number deduction puzzles. You’re
given a grid of numbers and a series of
clues to narrow down within a specified
timeframe to find the answer.
●● Map puzzles. You’re shown a map
with routes the criminal may have taken
and you’re asked to put the stops in
order based on certain criteria.

Brain Games - Crime Scene
Investigation (CSI) Puzzles.
Spiral-bound, 2018 by Publications
International Ltd. (ISBN: 1680227777)
$7.99 at Amazon.
Types of puzzles in this book include
the following:
●● Comprehension puzzles test your
memory. You read about various aspects
of forensics, such as types of evidence
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or crime scenes. These are followed by
a quiz to test your comprehension and
memory.
●● Word search puzzles.
●● Word ladder puzzles, ask you to
change one letter in a word to make a
new word, and this is repeated until all
letters have been replaced.
●● Crime rhyme puzzles challenge
you to complete a sentence by rhyming
words.
●● Crack the password puzzles ask you
to unscramble the criminals password or
secret message. These are cryptograms
●● Number deduction puzzles. You’re
given a grid of numbers and a series of
clues to narrow down within a specified
timeframe to find the answer.
●● Logic puzzles ask you to use logic to
find the solution. All take the shape of
a series of clues each indirectly related
to the others, which require careful
inference and ordering.
●● Fingerprint match puzzles. You
are given several fingerprints and must
match them to a suspect’s.
●● Crime scene detail puzzles. You
study a photograph of a crime scene
for a minute and then answer questions
about it after you turn the page.
●● Story detail puzzles. You are
presented With a story and you must pay
attention to details to solve the mystery.
●● Crossword puzzles.
●● Comprehension puzzles test your
memory. You read a crime scene report
passage about forensics and then answer
questions about details from memory.
●● Sequence puzzles. After reading a
story you are asked to figure out a price
or number.
●● Everyone lies/tells the truth puzzles,
which require you to use logic to find
the truth.
●● Visual puzzles. The answer can only
be found by studying the diagram and
turning it over in your mind.
●● Map puzzles. You’re shown a map
with routes the criminal may have taken
and you’re asked to put in the stops in
order based on certain criteria.
●● Fingerprint match puzzles. You
are given several fingerprints and must
match them to a suspect’s.
●● Word trio puzzles. You must fill the
empty boxes with letters to form a series
of related words
●● Acrostic puzzles. After guessing
words, you place the letters in their
corresponding spots in the grid to reveal
a quote.
●● Crack the code puzzles require you
to look at a sequence words or symbols
and deduce the next in the series.
●● Anagrams, are puzzles that require
you to rearrange letters in a word or
phrase to find a different meaning.
●● Word grid puzzles. You are given
clues and must fit them into a grid so
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new words are formed.
●● Component puzzles, are
real life, fabled examples of
using algebra.
●● Picture grid puzzles.
You are presented with over
a dozen squares with the
pictures on them that must
be rearranged on a grid to
form a whole image, but
you are not permitted to cut
them out and arrange them.
Instead, you must use your
imagination to place them in
order.
●● Symbol grid puzzles ask
you to crack a code. These
are cryptograms using
numbers and symbols.
●● Spot the differences
puzzles, which ask you to
look at two images and find
discrepancies.

Photo Crimes

T

he images on the next two pages comprise a crime. The idea is to present
them to your students and challenge them to solve the crime by looking at the
photographs and reading the descriptions.

If you want to make a class set of the pages and have your students work on them
in pairs, you’re going to need a printer (and then a copier) capable of printing in
color or gray scale. A printer or copier that only turns out black and white products
just isn’t going to work. OR, you could transfer the images to a projector that allows
every student to see them all at once.
These pages are from Scotland Yard Photo Crimes, used with permission of Dorling
Kindersley Publishers. The answer is on page 15.

Get started now
www.theforensicteacher.com
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The answer is on page 15.
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Subscription Box M
All three companies offer their products as either standalone purchases or as a monthly subscription. All three were
packaged in attractive boxes that immediately made us want
to tear into them. Internet access is needed for most, but one
product can be solved if you want to take it with you to a
remote location. Each mystery company offers a different
experience and different types of challenges, so it’s important
to know what you’re getting into before you spend the money.
Our family has enjoyed escape rooms and for each of the
products reviewed there were six of us– myself, my wife and
our four kids, age 9, 13, 15, and 17. My father joined us for
two of the three sessions.
The Deadbolt Mystery Society

I

12

n the age of Amazon, it’s not hard to imagine a box being
dropped off at your front door, but instead of containing
flavored popcorn or a funny T-shirt or a kitchen gadget,
this box contains all the clues and evidence you need to solve
a serious crime. Welcome to the world of box mysteries.
They’ve been around for years, but their popularity has
skyrocketed as 2020 dragged on and people stayed home
during the pandemic. And why not? Before Covid shut down
the country, escape rooms were popular destinations to
socialize with friends and family and work together to solve
challenging puzzles that cumulate in a satisfying climax. The
virus eliminated most peoples’ urge to mingle with strangers,
but the hunger to play detective, solve puzzles, and crack
an impenetrable crime is stronger than ever. Escape rooms
typically cost $30 per person and management prefers a full
room of 8 to 10 people, even if the extra seats have to be
filled by strangers. Now, for a fraction of the cost, you can
have the same experience dropped on your porch 24 hours
after clicking your mouse.
We wanted to compare and contrast the products and
experiences offered by three of the most heavily advertised
box mystery companies: Deadbolt Mystery Society, Hunt A
Killer, and Sleuth Kings. Whether it’s for just you and your
significant other, your family and/or Covid–negative friends,
the legion of forensic students you see every week, or any
combination thereof, we wanted to give you the inside scoop
on what’s available.
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For the purposes of this review I will talk about the game
titled The Mystery of Eastwood Forest, which Deadbolt sent
us for review. The box contained police interviews, witness
statements, and several puzzles that initially appeared to
be clues or unrelated to the story. However, as you look
through the materials you quickly grasp the setting, events,
and players involved in the mystery behind a murder. Not
everything is as it seems, though. Everything in the box is
important and related to something else. The game had some
good character development and depth to the story, although
much of this was revealed late in the game. There is a nice
variety of puzzles to figure out. Several of the items in the
box had QR codes on them, which you had to scan with your
smart phone and enter the answer to a particular puzzle as
the password. If successful, you were given another piece of
information that would move you one step closer to solving
the big mystery. The bad news is that if your password is
wrong you can’t go any further in that particular direction.
Fortunately, the flow of the game is non-linear. If you are
stuck going in one direction, you can try another direction. If
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Mysteries
you’re playing with a group like we did someone will likely
have a talent for nearly every type of puzzle, and the work can
be divvied up. In this respect the Deadbolt experience most
closely resembled that of an escape room. More good news is
that hints are available online.
Every time you figured out a puzzle it brought you one
step closer or gave you a little more information, which really
helped to direct the course of the game. With every clue you
nailed you felt you were really getting somewhere and on the
right track. You had a list of suspects and witness statements
but linking the two and narrowing the list required keeping
track of evidence, timelines, alibis, and motives. You’re not
done until you entered the correct password on the final QR
code, which confirmed the identity of the killer and shed light
on pieces of the backstory you had no way of knowing. We
played as a group of seven and it took us a little over three
hours solve it.
Hunt A Killer

For the purpose of this review we played the standalone
Hunt A Killer Game Death at The Dive Bar, which we
purchased at Target.
This one had more items to go through than the mysteries
from the other companies, and it felt like more of a traditional
murder mystery. There weren’t many puzzles to figure out
except for two cryptograms. Mostly it came down to sifting
through all the information such as interviews with suspects,
photographs, and things like that. After that, you’re just trying
to put it together, corroborating people’s alibis, seeing who
had motive, and not getting distracted by red herrings. Also,
in the box, with the papers and photographs was a locked bag
with a three-digit combination that you had to figure out how
to open, which gave you a few more clues. Once you figured
out how to open the bag, that really started to point you in
a certain direction. The story design was very good in that
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A Look Inside

By Mike Latsch

there was enough conflicting information or just extraneous
information that made it harder to figure out who did it and
why. And it turned out motive was very important. So it’s
really just using your brain and logic like a detective.
Working on this one were three adults, two teenagers,
and a 12-year-old. It took us almost two hours the first night.
When we reconvened the following evening, we’d been
thinking about it throughout the day. By the time we got
together, I think we had a much better grip on who did it and
why, even though it took us two more hours. With this one,
having a bigger group was an impediment because people
kept wanting to talk or reason out loud, and some of us found
this distracting. I think probably the smaller group of people,
the better. You can even do it solo.
The answer was provided in a sealed envelope. Or you
could go to the Hunt A Killer website and type in a code that
would give you hints, reveals, and, ultimately, the solution in
case you were stuck and ready to give up. Once you’ve solved
it on their website, if you gave your email address, it would
send you an epilogue that went into much more detail of what
happened after you solved it. That really confirmed a lot of
things that you, as the detective, assumed but weren’t 100%
sure about.
With this game the gratification was both mental and
emotional after you lined up all the pieces and figured it all
out because it wasn’t easy. In the other games you got bursts
of excitement when the password was accepted, which is fine
because each one took you a step closer to the finale. But
to nail this one was especially gratifying. We spent all day
separately thinking about it and trying to mull it over a little
bit more before we reconvened for the second time. I found
myself thinking about it the next day, and it’s been a long time
since I’ve done something like that, where you keep revisiting
it, trying to look at the inconsistencies because you know
somebody’s lying. With the exception of the very end after
you open the solution envelope, and you have the opportunity
to get the epilogue, you don’t need the Internet. I assume all
mysteries from Hunt A Killer have the same structure, which
means you can play them anywhere.
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Sleuth Kings

Sleuth Kings
This company offers two different types of cases: Master
Detective and Rookie Detective. Master Detective cases are
for experienced puzzlers and typically require two to three
hours to solve, whereas Rookie Detective cases are for people
new to puzzles and can be solved in around one hour. This
review is based on Monster Madness, which the company sent
us for review.
The mysteries come as a series of four and each stands on
its own. However, when you get four together, for example
if you have a subscription, as you think about them and you
move towards solving the second, then the third, and the
fourth one, you see the pieces come together into a bigger
picture. For this review we played both a single master and a
rookie case. The Master Detective case we played concerned a
woman who had been kidnapped. Our Rookie Detective case
was about an abducted dog.
After you open the box you’ll find everything you need
inside a large envelope. The mysteries from this company are
much more cryptogram puzzle- oriented than the other two.
The Rookie Detective mystery concerned a dognapping
and was much easier than the Master Detective case. My nineyear-old daughter worked with us on the murders from the
other companies and she found them dark and maybe a little
disturbing. Solving a dog napping, however, was right up her
alley, not only because of the subject, but because the puzzles
were not overly complicated. As predicted, we finished this
game in about an hour.
The Master Detective case was about a woman who was
abducted by aliens. It centered around what initially appeared
to be four puzzles. Sometimes the puzzles interrelated a little
bit, or one of the solutions to the puzzle was a website you
had to go to and put in a password from one of the other

14
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puzzles, and then it gave you a code you had to crack. We
obtained other information by emailing the bot (see below),
which added two more puzzles to the list. Each puzzle was
very different in its style and all of them cumulated in setting
up the group to solve the final puzzle.
We liked that if you got stuck, you could email a bot, and
you could say, “Clue one help.” And a couple minutes later
you’d get an email back with a hint. And if that didn’t do it,
you could do it again, and it would give you a little bit more
of a hint. After a couple of times, if you still couldn’t figure it
out, it would walk you through it. Being able to ask for hints
was a good idea because there was one puzzle in our mystery
we never would have figured out had we not asked for help.
Unfortunately, player interest took a nosedive until the group
finally decided to ask for a hint.
The Junior detective version from Sleuth King would be
a good way to introduce younger or inexperienced people to
box mysteries. They’d be able to solve it relatively quickly.
People don’t really have slumber parties anymore, but if you
had one, the Junior Detective version of Sleuth King would
be a good one to do because it’s not scary. There’s no murder
or bloody evidence as with Hunt A Killer or Deadbolt. There
wasn’t blood. There wasn’t a victim. Even with the Master
Detective case there wasn’t an autopsy report.
The only downside, and this might have been unique to
the particular Master Detective case we worked, was that we
sometimes felt as if we were going from one puzzle to another
and the story was an afterthought.
Conclusion
We had a lot of fun with all the games. The enjoyment
of solving mysteries is subjective and depends on the type
of experience you prefer. For people who enjoy puzzles like
Sudoku, cryptograms, word search, and stuff like that, Sleuth
Kings is a good way to go. People who are big fans of Law
& Order, CSI, and books and movies of that type that require
unraveling alibis, comparing inconsistencies, and following
the evidence, they would probably be more drawn to Hunt A
Killer. Deadbolt falls in the middle because it has elements of
both.
If you have a bigger group (five to seven people), I would
recommend Deadbolt because there are different types of
puzzles to figure out. However, all three can be completed
by a small group or an individual if you’re not into bigger
gatherings. And all three can be adapted for a class of students
divided into teams of four to six individuals.
All of them had downsides. With Hunt A Killer there was
a lot of thinking involved, and for me, with several people
working together I couldn’t concentrate. This is important
because there’s so much information to sift through. With
Deadbolt and Sleuth King, you get to a certain point, and
if you can’t solve a particular puzzle, the game just grinds
to a halt. But once you figure it out, either by yourself or
after getting a hint, then things open up and you keep going.
However, Deadbolt and Sleuth Kings were unplayable
without Internet access.
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Each of these mysteries ranges in price from $25-$30
with a monthly, auto-renewing subscription of typically four
to six months. You can purchase single cases or a collection
of related cases from the companies, though the outlay for a
season of modules is usually about the same as a six-month
subscription paid all at once. As we mentioned earlier we
purchased a single Hunt A Killer mystery from Target for
$30 plus shipping. This is the price per person of going to an
escape room, so the cost of taking a family of six is the same
as a whole season of any of these products. And if you have
a friend or two willing to sign up for a subscription with you,
the cost goes down dramatically because you can share.
Before the pandemic, escape rooms were popular
because it’s just you and a group of friends and/or family
working together to find clues, solve puzzles, and figure out
a mystery, usually with a ticking clock hanging over your
heads. We were all obsessed with winning because every
case is solvable, and the only thing standing between you and
success is a series of mental challenges. Playing a mystery
box with your friends and family is a great way to blow off
steam during the pandemic. Dividing your class into groups
and challenging each crew of bright, hyper-competitive,
inquisitive, and usually overconfident teens to solve a mystery
before their peers do is just asking for fun with both hands
out.

The Deadbolt Mystery Society - Single mystery:
$24.99 plus $4.99 shipping. Single case month to month
subscription: $24.99 plus $4.99 shipping, auto-renewing
until cancelled. 15% off your first box of a subscription.
Six month subscription is $22.50 /month ($134.99
prepayment plus $29.94 shipping), auto-renewing. https://
deadboltmysterysociety.com/
Sleuth Kings Master Detective – Single archive mystery:
$29.95 plus free shipping. Single case month to month
subscription: $24.99 plus $4.99 shipping, auto-renewing until
cancelled. Rookie Detective - $14.95 Per Month + $4.95
Shipping, auto-renewing until cancelled. https://sleuthkings.
com/
Hunt A Killer - Single mystery $30 plus shipping from
Amazon or Target. Single case, month to month subscription::
$30 plus $3.95 shipping, auto-renewing. Six month
subscription is $27.50 /month ($165 prepayment), with free
shipping, auto-renewing until cancelled, typically offers 2025% off first box. https://www.huntakiller.com/
Average cost of an escape room: $30 per person and you
usually only have one hour to solve it.
All three companies also offer past mysteries, which can be
purchased as a single case, a series, or as a season. Details
may vary.

Puzzle Answers
Photo Crime
Solutions

Mini-Mystery
Answer (from page 4)
The Case of the Suspicious Fire

Motive for Murder (from page 11)

Walker noticed that James had brown hair (which
matched the beard of the man seen nearby). A man with dark
hair and a smooth face at three in the morning must have
It’s funny how bad habits run in families. William’s small
flat must have been murky when the brothers met that evening, shaved recently, which James would not have stopped to do
had he thrown some clothes on and rushed to the scene.
for all three of them were smoking. Even old Throckmorton
The police and arson squad investigation revealed
enjoyed his cigarettes. However, Tom is the only pipe smoker,
that
James
was indeed the bearded man. He had shaved to
and it is his smoker’s companion lying on the floor among the
get
a
closer
fit for his false beard. After removing the panel
old man’s cigarettes. Tom certainly won’t get his promotion
and
fraying
some wires to start the fire, he had walked to his
now - but he will be spending plenty of time indoors.
car a few blocks away and driven to a bar, where he checked
his message by phone until he found the message left by
Henning. He then removed his beard and changed his clothes
in his car, carefully washing the beard glue from his face with
a solvent, before timing his arrival at the fire.
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Gifts to ask
for this or
next year

www.theforensicteacher.com

The Forensic Teacher • Spring 2021

17

What you really
wanted
Crime Scene Investigating is Importanter
Coffee Mug $19.99

Our Day Begins When Your Day Ends
Forensics T-Shirt $18.95

18

Super Cool Crime Scene Investigator T-Shirt
Funny Gift $19.89
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Forensics Chalk Crime Scene Long Sleeve
Shirt $22.91

Crime Scene Forensic Science Kit: Solve the
Missy Hammond Murder $75.00

Keep calm and pretend it's on the lesson
plan mug 11 oz $15.99
www.theforensicteacher.com

Crime Lab
Tumbler - People
Lie, Evidence
Doesn't - $34.99 +
$4.95 shipping

The Serial Killer Coloring Book: An Adult
Coloring Book Full of Famous Serial Killers
Paperback $9.95

Cop Show and Crime Scene Fan T-Shirt
$19.97

Periodic Tableware Beaker
Wine Glass $19.99

Forensic Scientist Mug
www.theforensicteacher.com
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Bloody Bath Mat

Pick Your Poison Card Game: The “What
Would You Rather Do?” Party Game for All
Ages - Family Edition $24.95

Forensic Scientist Mug Funny $14.99 +
$4.99 shipping

Bloody Bath Mat – Color Changing Sheet Turns
Red When Wet – Make Your Own Bleeding
Footprints That Disappear White – Sheet, for
Shower / Bathroom $16.99

Girl Loves Forensic Science T Shirt Gift $19.99

Notorious Serial Killers A Killer Card Game!

Crime Scene Tape, 100 ft
Roll $7.00
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Evidence Peel 'N Place Party Accessory
(1 count) (10/Sh) $6.39

The Science Source-13060 6 Piece Forensic
Bullet Caliber Comparison Set $22.95

CSI: Can't Stand Idiots Sarcastic Joke
Unisex T-Shirt $14.95

www.theforensicteacher.com

Forensic Science Degree
Loading T-Shirt $17.99

Forensic Science Periodic
Table T-Shirt $18.95

25 pcs Bone Design Ballpoint Pens with Black
Ink $11.99
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Crime Scene Drawing Template $22.00

Fingerprint Chart 24” x 36.5” $18.00

Crime Scene Post-it Notes
$7.80 per pad

Desk Organizer Novelty Silicone
Holder For Pens & Pencils $11.55
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Go Away, Not Yet, How Can I Help You 13oz Clear Glass Coffee Mug $14.85
www.theforensicteacher.com

Crime Scene Beach Towel
$50.18

Sports Equipment쎃Yoga & Fitness Crime
Scene Yoga Mat $78.10

Evidence Cooler 12 can cooler $52.45

Blue Q Zipper Pouch, Evidence. Great for
organizing larger bags. Features a chunky
sturdy zipper, easy-to-wipe-clean, made from
95% recycled material, 7.25"h x 9.5"w
The Original Crime Scene Do Not Cross
Reversible Lanyard Keychain w/ Metal Clasp
$8.99
www.theforensicteacher.com
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Funny Mug 11 oz - Some people just need
a high five, in the face, with a chair

Murder Mystery Party Games - A Murder on
the Grill, Host Your Own Cookout Murder
Mystery Dinner for 8 Adult Players, 18 Years
and Up. $22.99

Forensic Scientist T Shirt - I'd Find You More
Interesting $15.99

A Year of True Crime Page-A-Day Calendar
2021 Calendar – Day to Day Calendar,
$14.39

I Love Forensic Science License Plate
Frame Tag Holder $13.85
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Forensics Suck It Up Buttercup Funny
Forensic Science Tee Sweatshirt $31.95

The Forensic Teacher • Spring 2021

www.theforensicteacher.com

Cards Against
Humanity $25.00

Exploding Kittens Card Game - FamilyFriendly Party Games - Card Games for
Adults, Teens & Kids $19.99

Outset Media Mind Trap Shadow
Mysteries - The
Ultimate Crime
Mystery Card Game
- Includes 54 Cards,
Ages 12+ $9.98

I'm Just Here To Establish An Alibi Funny
T-Shirt$13.99

Mens Forensic Anthropology T-Shirt $16.99
www.theforensicteacher.com

Forensics Science for Girls T-Shirt Criminology
Student Tee $16.99
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Women's Stainless Steel DNA Ring
Chemistry Science Molecule Twist Rope
Helix Band Silver, Rose-Gold, Gold $8.99 $13.89

Fingerprint Card Poster Print, (8 inch x 10
inch) $12.95

Caution Tape Crime Scene
Police Covid Mask $12.95
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Never Forget Retro Vintage Cassette Tape
Graphic Novelty Mens T Shirt $18.99

5 x 7 ft Mugshot Backdrop Mug Shots
Prison Police Lineup Background $18.78

Crime Scene Face Mask
With Nose Shape $7.00

www.theforensicteacher.com

Forensic Scientist T Shirt $20.00

I Found This Humerus - Humorous T-Shirt
$15.99

Forensic Scientist Gift Forensic Science
Pullover Hoodie $31.99

DNA Double Helix Chemistry Science Molecule
Biology Earrings Jewelry Set Silver/18K Gold/
Black Gun Plated Jewelry $20.99

Crime Scene Face Mask $13.99
Forensic Science Teacher Coffee Mug
$17.95
www.theforensicteacher.com
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Black Cap with Patch CSI MIAMI: $22.99

Human Skeleton Bones Anatomy Gothic
Throw Pillow, 16 x16, Multicolor: $19.99

Chalk Outline
- Policeman
Happy Birthday
Note Card with
Envelope (4.63 x
6.75 Inch) $5.98

Crime Scene Technician Multitasking Job
Title $45

28

Funny Forensics Scientists Gift Investigator
T-Shirt $18.99
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UV Flashlight Black Light, 100 LED 395nm
UV Blacklight Flashlight with 6 AA Batteries,
Dog Cat Urine Detector for Pet Urine, Bed
Bug, Dry Stains, Kitchen Cleaning and
Scorpion Hunting: $19.99
www.theforensicteacher.com

2-Pack Warning Science Teacher Decal
Sticker 8-Inch by 4.75-Inch Premium Quality
Vinyl Decal Sticker: $7.95

Teaching is A Walk in The Park Vinyl Decal
Sticker - Car Truck Van SUV Window Wall Cup
Laptop - One 5.5 Inch Decal: $7.95

Some People Just
Need A Pat On
The Back Mens T
Shirt $18.99

www.theforensicteacher.com

I Became A Teacher Because Your Life is
Worth My Time. Vinyl Decal Sticker - Car
Truck Van SUV Window Wall Cup Laptop One 5.5 Inch Decal: $7.95

Forensic Themed Scientist Gift Forensic
Science T-Shirt $17.99

2021 Murder A Day
Calendar $24.00

The Forensic Teacher • Spring 2021

29

Spy Kit for Kids Detective Outfit Fingerprint
Investigation Educational Science STEM Toys
Costume Secret Agent Finger Print Identification
Set Boys Girls Age 6. $37.99

iPhone Crime scene tape,
police Tape, barrier tape,
Barricade tape Case $17.99

iPhone Forensics Suck
It Up Buttercup Forensic
Science Case $17.99
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iPhone Police Crime Scene Tape
Abstract Yellow Forensics Pattern Case
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iPhone Forensic Science
Gift For A Forensic
Investigator Case $17.99
www.theforensicteacher.com

Rifleman's Classic - Ammo Poster 38” x 26” $14.00

iPhone Case Serial Killer $17.99

Crime Scene Forensics Adult
Cloth Face Mask $12.95

iPhone Introverted But
Willing To Discuss Serial
Killers Case $16.99

iPhone Blue DNA Molecule
Science Lovers Design
Case $17.99
iPhone Forensic Orange
Fingerprint Case $16.99
www.theforensicteacher.com
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Pint of Blood;
Halloween, Vampire
Blood; 16 Oz, Package
$9.95

Sorry, I Can't Forensic Files Is On
T-Shirt $13.95

iPhone Serial
Killer Case
$17.99

3D-Print Skeleton Long Sleeve Unisex
T-Shirt $18.00

iPhone True
Crime Murder
Case $17.99
Crime Scene Decorating Kit $13.00
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Vintage Genetic Code Wall Art Print - (8x10)
Photo Unframed $11.95

Morgue Parking Only Aluminum Wall Sign
(8 x 12 in) $9.99 + $4.99 shipping

Body Silhouette, 30”
by 5-Feet,White/
Black/Silver $7.74

Crazy Bonez Pose-N-Stay
Skeleton (60”) $56.98
Professional Fake Blood, 2x150ml Fake
Halloween Vampire Blood for Halloween
Costume $11.99
www.theforensicteacher.com
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The Murder Myste

An exercise in effective group discuss
As my teaching style evolved from the lecture/worksheet
model into a more engaged learning environment, I redefined
how I wanted to introduce my students to my course. I took
simplified mysteries and split them into 25-30 clues, each on
a single strip of paper (think of a fortune cookie). I used a
random count off to get the kids away from their buddies and
into groups of 5-6 students. Each group got a complete set
of clues for the mystery. Each student in the group received
4-5 clues they could not pass around to the other students.
They had to share the clues verbally in the group and that
guaranteed every student is a talker on day one.

Clues: These clues should be printed out and cut into
individual clues on separate pieces of paper.

My instructions to students:

• The elevator man went off duty at 12:30 a.m.

“Today we are going to play another game that will help
improve your discussion skills. Each of the pieces of paper
I am holding contains one clue that will help you solve a
mystery. If you put all the facts together, you will be able to
solve the mystery. Any time you think you know the answers
and the group agrees on the guess, you may tell me. I will
only tell you whether everything is correct or not. If parts of
your answers are incorrect, I will not tell you which answers
are wrong.
You may organize yourselves in any way you like. You may
not, however, pass your clues around or show them to anyone
else, and you may not leave your seats to walk around the
group. All sharing of clues and ideas must be done verbally.”

• Police were unable to locate Mr. Scott after the murder.

Task: Mr. Kelley was murdered. Students must use clues to
collaboratively find answers to five questions:

• The elevator operator reported to police that he saw Mr.
Kelley at 12:15 a.m.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

• A knife with Mr. Kelley’s blood on it was found in Miss
Smith’s yard.

Who was the murderer?
The weapon?
The time of the murder?
The place of the murder?
The motive?

Answer Key
Murderer: Mr. Scott, Weapon: Knife,
Time of the murder: 12:30 AM, Place: Mr. Scott’s Apartment,
Motive: Mr. Scott was in love with Mr. Kelley’s wife.

• When the elevator man saw Mr. Kelley, Mr. Kelley was
bleeding slightly, but he did not seem too badly hurt.
• Mr. Kelley had destroyed Mr. Jones’ business by stealing
all of his customers.
• The incident occurred in an area where there had been
many crimes. Mr. Kelley’s body was found in the park.

• Miss Smith said that the police don’t care about the spread
of illegal drugs.
• The elevator man said that Miss Smith was in the lobby of
the apartment building when he went off duty.
• Miss Smith said that nobody left the apartment building
between 12:25 a.m. and 12:45 a.m.
• An empty crack vial was found outside the apartment
house.

• The elevator man saw Mr. Kelley’s wife go to Mr. Scott’s
apartment at 11:30 p.m. Mr. Kelley’s body was found at 1:30
a.m.
• When he was discovered dead, Mr. Kelley had a bullet hole
in his thigh and a knife wound in his back.
• Only one bullet had been fired from Mr. Jones’ gun.
• The knife found in Miss Smith’s yard had Mr. Scott’s
fingerprints on it.
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sion and problem solving
• Mr. Jones said private citizens have the right to keep
handguns.
• The elevator operator said that Mr. Kelley’s wife frequently
left the building with Mr. Scott.
• The elevator man saw Mr. Kelley go to Mr. Scott’s room at
12:25 a.m.
• When police tried to locate Mr. Jones after the murder, they
discovered that he had disappeared.
• Mr. Jones had told Mr. Kelley that he was going to kill him.
• Mr. Kelley’s bloodstains were found on the carpet in the
hall outside Mr. Jones’ apartment.
• The elevator man was twice convicted for DWI.
• Mr. Jones shot at an intruder in his apartment building at
12:00 midnight.
• It was obvious from the condition of Mr. Kelley’s body that
it has been dragged a long distance.
• Miss Smith saw Mr. Kelley go to Mr. Jones apartment
building at 11:55 p.m.
• Miss Smith often followed Mr. Kelley.
• Mr. Kelley’s bloodstains were found in Mr. Scott’s car.
• The bullet taken from Mr. Kelley’s thigh matched the gun
owned by Mr. Jones.
• Mr. Kelley had been dead for one hour when his body was
found, according to a medical expert working with police.

Download an easy-to-print-and-cut version
of the clues HERE.

By Peter Pappas

Discussion Guide
1. How were decisions made in your group?
2. Was a leader needed?
3. Was time lost getting organized?
4. Was it ineffective for everyone to talk at once?
5. Did problems arise because some people didn’t present
their clues?
6. Did any members ignore the clues of others?
7. Were attempts made to encourage the participation of all
members?
8. Did anyone monopolize the discussion? Was this
productive for the group?
9. How did you organize the information to solve the mystery
(time, person, location, etc)?
10. Could you have organized the information more
efficiently?
Suggestions:
Want more mysteries? The teacher can easily write clues for
a mystery of his own creation, simply making sure that not
every clue is relevant to the task. Some of the clues can serve
as distractors, but these must be contradicted by other clues.
The group might wish to attempt transferring their new skills
to a subject-matter problem, one in which all students are
in command of the basic information needed for solving it.
Students can be supplied with units of information and use
the same technique to organize and evaluate data and to draw
conclusions. In some cases they can be assigned the task of
simply organizing the information into categories. Or students
could be assigned the task of organizing the material and
then developing conclusions or hypotheses. Material can be
drawn from a variety of primary or secondary sources, or you
may wish to assign students the task of assembling their own
information.
Peter Pappas is a University of Portland sbased educator,
writer and instructional designer exploring frontiers of
teaching, jazz, Macs, film, great books, and garlic. Pandemic
project: learning to juggle.
Please visit his site https://peterpappas.com/2010/08/first-dayschool-engage-problem-solve-how-to-get-students-thinking.
html.
From: Learning Discussion Skills Through Games by Gene
and Barbara Dodds Stanford, Citation Press / Scholastic
Books 1969 (out of print).
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Guest Blog

A Quick Skeletal Remains
Lab Set-Up for Forensic
Anthropology
By Dr. Shelley Montgomery

Need a Quick Way to Cover a LOT of Concepts in Forensics
Without Setting Up a Whole Crime Scene? Try Stations!

Here’s the way I set up my lab:

This week, my class is entering the end of their study of
forensic anthropology unit and I really wanted to provide them
with a practical, hands-on opportunity to practice what they’ve
been learning. It always seems that my students do well with
diagrams of the skeleton, but when it comes to identifying
things on a 3D model they panic. This year, I wanted to
provide them practice with real bones and skeletons before we
tackled it in a crime scene situation. Since there seems to be
so many topics to go over in forensic anthropology, I decided
to try using stations for this lab practical.
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I have 30 students in my forensics classes, so this helped the
flow of traffic. I didn’t require them to begin at Station #1. I
let them start wherever they wanted as long as they covered
all the stations, as well as the two bonus challenge stations.
At this station, I used a combination of questions from a
forensics lab manual. The questions asked the students to:
• Identify ALL of the bones in their skeleton (We actually just
had a quiz on the major bones. I don’t require them to learn
all of the small bones in the skull, hands, or feet).
• Use a protractor to measure the angle of the pubic arch and
decide if they think the skeleton is male or female and provide
evidence for their decision.
• Measure the height of the whole skeleton.
• Measure the humerus and use the appropriate formula to
determine height. Compare this to the height of the skeleton
they just measured. Was it close? Provide explanation if it
wasn’t.

Lab Station #1- Whole REAL Skeletons!
I put the whole real skeletons at the front of the lab.
Any time you can make things look more real for them in
forensics, DO IT! My students love that part of this class.
They always get right into character and put themselves into
the shoes of a criminalist. I think it really helps them develop
those critical thinking skills!

		

And at the rear of the lab.
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• Measure the femur and use the appropriate formula to
determine height. Compare this to the height of the skeleton
they just measured. Was it close? Provide explanation if it
wasn’t.
• If the skull is present (only one of mine has the skull),
determine the ethnic group of the skeleton. (I gave my
students sketch notes I drew to use for reference)

Using the skull to determine race.
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• Looking at the teeth and sutures of the skull (if present),
determine the approximate age of the skeleton. Provide
evidence for your decision.

Lab Stations #3 & #4- Determination of Height (Femur and
Humerus)

• At the end, they had to write a summary statement of their
whole skeleton. (Ex. “We believe that our skeleton was a
Caucasian male, between 5’8″ and 5’10” tall between the ages
of 30 and 35 years old. “)
Lab Station #2- Determination of Sex (Pelvis)

Lab Station #3 was at one end of the lab table and Lab Station
#4 was at the other end because I only have 1 osteometric
board (which I put in the middle).

At this station, students had to determine which pelvis
belonged to a male or a female (these were plastic because
we only had one real pelvis). They had my sketch notes for
reference as well as a little reference book that came with a
Carolina kit called “Who Owns These Bones?” although any
reference materials could be used.
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I used real bones for this station. I found that having two
humerus bones at one end and two femur bones at the
other helped the flow of traffic in the lab. They shared the
osteometric board for measuring. I also had reference material
at each station so that they could plug their measurements
into the appropriate formula to determine height. The
determination of sex with these bones was more challenging
because they had to figure out if the bones would be more
likely to be a man or woman since we couldn’t know for
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sure. They had quite a few disagreements about this part! It
was helpful to have two humerus bones and two femur bones
(mine were identical because they came from an old skeleton)
so they had one set to measure their classmates’ arms and legs
when deciding if it might fit a man or woman. (Side note:
The Principal now thinks we are slightly crazy because he
came into our lab to see what we were doing and the students
immediately started measuring the bones against his arm and
leg. I’m not sure he knew what to think.)
Lab Station #5- Determination of Sex AND Determination of
Race (Skulls)

I’m actually not sure how long we have had the two skulls
with the tops cut off. They are slightly creepy, I’ll be the first
to admit.

Bonus #1- Can You Solve This Case?

Station #5 had two parts. One lab table had plastic skulls to
determine if they were male or female (and I put a fetal skull
on there too so they could examine it). The other lab table had
two real skulls and one bone clone skull of an Asian female
(see next photo).
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I used the scenario from Carolina’s kit “Who Owns These
Bones?” but you could use anything. I recently ordered this
kit and it came with a male’s skull along with a humerus and
fibula from a male between 5’9 and 5’11” tall. I also added a
real pelvis from a male.

Forensic-Anthropology-Sketch-Notes-Doodle-Notes-3441514

Bonus #2- How Fast Can You Assemble a Disarticulated
Skeleton?

Where to obtain a skeleton

• Male or Female? Sketch Notes: https://www.
teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Male-or-Female-ForensicAnthropology-Sketch-Notes-Doodle-Notes-3433707

As you can see from the links below, skeletons aren’t cheap.
However, using money from your department or school
budget for this kind of purchase if it can do double duty in
your classroom and the biology/anatomy classroom might
help you persuade whoever controls the purse strings. And if
you can’t buy a skeleton or two, maybe you can borrow one.
A couple phone calls to other science teachers in your district
or nearby higher ed institutions are likely to put you on track
to someone who has one or more skeletons they would be
willing to lend you.
Does your school have an annual craft fair? If so, you and a
couple of student volunteers could fingerprint attendees and
their children for a few bucks or press a child’s inked thumb
to a partially filled helium balloon, which would then be fully
inflated and tied to a string for a donation. There are dozens
of ways to use forensics to raise a couple dollars a pop, which
eventually add up to Mr. bones. Once you have the money,
some vendors are more affordable than others. Here are some
of the most reasonable:
Ebay ($51)- 5.6ft Halloween Poseable Human Skeleton Full
Life Size Props Party Decoration
https://www.ebay.com/itm/5-6ft-Halloween-PoseableHuman-Skeleton-Full-Life-Size-Props-PartyDecoration-/142949055358

This station was so fun! Students had to time themselves
re-assembling a disarticulated skeleton (it’s in the box) and
record their time on their lab sheet. So much competition
amongst the students - it was great!
Overall, I think stations worked really well for this unit.
My students will be ready for a test next week, however,
I’ve decided that on test day, we are going to have a crime
scene outside instead. The school resource officer and I are
planning to disassemble and bury my half-size skeletons I
purchased at Target after Halloween for $4. Then, just before I
give their test out, he’s going to come into my room holding a
bone that a dog brought in and tell my kids he needs their help
locating the source (which will be in the woods at the corner
of our band practice field).
Optional: purchase the sketch notes I used in this lab at my
TpT Store: https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Drm
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• Which Ethnic Group? Sketch Notes: Https://www.
teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Which-Ethnic-Group-
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The LA Shop ($53)- https://thelashop.com/products/
life-size-5ft-full-body-skeleton-props-posable-halloweenparty-decor?gclid=Cj0KCQiAyJOBBhDCARIsAJG2h5d
kZaCEp4raBdpUCVyvYg2DY2-5hM6TLPs8jk-1Cv9-6PSHgK1Ijp8aApWPEALw_wcB
Ali Express ($107) - Life Size 180cm Medical Human Plastic
Skeleton Model Medical Science Teaching for Students.
Https://www.aliexpress.com/item/32993766069.
html?spm=a2g0o.productlist.0.0.505f3448gp5jol&al
go_pvid=1b7f68e0-0cee-4e2a-8138-238dd0e9eb00&algo_
expid=1b7f68e0-0cee-4e2a-8138-238dd0e9eb00-0&btsid=0b
0a555f16130747665505742e0710&ws_ab_test=searchweb0_
0,searchweb201602_,searchweb201603_
Costway ($110) - Life Size Human Anatomical Skeleton
Medical Model
https://www.costway.com/life-size-human-anatomicalskeleton-medical-model.html?gclid=Cj0KCQiAyJOBBhD
CARIsAJG2h5dqs3HC7TqBVe37yWUnQ2riX7ytDXOG_
RGKbMdDQ849eIXc9io5c_UaAiJTEALw_wcB
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Amazon ($123) - ENY Life Size 70.8” Human Skeleton
Model Medical Anatomical with Rolling Stand, Removable
and Movable Parts (6FT)
https://www.amazon.com/ZENY-Skeleton-MedicalAnatomical-Removable/dp/B01G1HBLN0
Where to obtain an osteometric board
Ward’s ($232.60) https://www.wardsci.com/store/
product/8882713/ward-s-osteometric-board
Amazon ($90.44) https://www.amazon.com/8551-3224Wards%C3%A2-Osteometric-Board-Wards/dp/B0731SJTV4
(Ed. Note: This appears to be the same Item Ward’s sells, but
with the Amazon discount)
Paleo-Tech ($30) https://paleo-tech.com/paleo-tech-studentfield-osteometric-board/
Or make your own:
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/polopoly_fs/1.57432!/file/
osteometric-board.pdf
Measuring long bones with an Osteometric Board
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0lhVzYaDlFI

www.theforensicteacher.com

From “Forensic Fairytales” to
“Biology Sketch Notes,” Dr.
Montgomery inspires teachers
to stretch their pedagogy
to the edge. After receiving
her BS and MS in Biology
from Samford University
and earning an EdD from
the University of Alabama,
she has spent the last 23
years arousing curiosity in
the minds of high school and
college students. You can
contact her HERE or at https://
ateacherontheedge.wordpress.
com/.
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A Little Light
Reading
The books in this section were chosen because we thought they might be of interest to our readers. All
of them are nonfiction and they span a variety of subjects. If you find yourself drawn to a title we urge
you to check with your local library first. We've provided the publication date of every book so you can
gauge what kind of discount you're likely to find on a used book site like alibris.com, betterworldbooks.
com, thriftbooks.com, or even Amazon, which sells used editions on the same page as the new
one. Another option for the budget-conscious is the Kindle edition of each title.
The Ghosts of Eden
Park: The Bootleg
King, the Women
Who Pursued Him,
and the Murder That
Shocked Jazz-Age
America by Karen
Abbott (2020).

Vulgar Favors: The
Assassination of
Gianni Versace by
Maureen Orth and
Dan Woren (2017).

On July 15, 1997,
Gianni Versace was
shot and killed on the
In the early days of
steps of his Miami
Prohibition a German
Beach mansion by
immigrant named
serial killer Andrew
George Remus quit
Cunanan. But months
practicing law and
before Versace’s
started trafficking
murder, awardwhiskey. Within two
winning journalist
years he's a multiMaureen Orth was
millionaire and owns
already investigating
35 percent of all the
a major story on
liquor in the United
Cunanan for Vanity
States. Prosecutor Mabel Walker Willebrandt is determined to
Fair. Orth reveals how Cunanan met Versace, and why
bring him down. Willebrandt's bosses at the Justice Department police and the FBI repeatedly failed to catch him. This is a
hired her right out of law school, assuming she'd pose no real
gripping odyssey that races across America and is at once
threat to the cozy relationship they maintain with Remus. Eager a masterwork of investigative journalism and a riveting
to prove them wrong, she dispatches her best investigator,
account of a sociopath, his crimes, and the mysteries he left
Franklin Dodge, to look into his empire and Remus quickly
along the way.
lands in jail, and the bootlegger’s wife begins an affair with
Dodge. Together, they plot to ruin Remus, sparking a bitter
feud that soon reaches the highest levels of government. The
Ghosts of Eden Park is the unforgettable, stranger-than-fiction
story of a rags-to-riches entrepreneur, a long-forgotten heroine,
and the infinite human capacity to deceive.
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In Cold Blood by
Truman Capote
(1994).
On November 15, 1959,
in the small town of
Holcomb, Kansas, four
members of the Clutter
family were savagely
murdered by blasts from
a shotgun held a few
inches from their faces.
There was no apparent
motive for the crime,
and there were almost
no clues. As Truman
Capote reconstructs
the murder and the
investigation that led
to the capture, trial,
and execution of the killers, he generates both mesmerizing
suspense and astonishing empathy. In Cold Blood is a work
that transcends its moment, yielding poignant insights into the
nature of American violence.

Unbelievable:
The Story of Two
Detectives' Relentless
Search for the Truth
by T. Christian
Miller and Ken
Armstrong (2019).
Two years after
eighteen-year-old
Marie of Seattle filed
a fake rape report,
Colorado detective
Stacy Galbraith was
assigned to investigate
a case of sexual
assault, and learned
the case bore an eerie
resemblance to a rape
that had taken place
months earlier in a nearby town. She joined forces with the
detective on that case, Edna Hendershot, and the two soon
discovered they were dealing with a serial rapist: a man who
photographed his victims, threatening to release the images
online, and whose calculated steps to erase all physical
evidence suggested he might be a soldier or a cop. Through
meticulous police work the detectives would eventually
connect the rapist to other attacks in Colorado—and beyond.
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The Nature of Life
and Death: Every
Body Leaves a Trace
by Patricia Wiltshire
(2019).
From mud tracks on
a quiet country road
to dirt specks on the
soles of walking boots,
forensic ecologist
Patricia Wiltshire
uses her decades of
scientific expertise to
find often-overlooked
clues left behind by
criminal activity. Her
remarkable accuracy
has made her one of
the most in-demand
police consultants in the world, and her curiosity, humility,
and passion for the truth have guided her every step of the
way.

The Want-Ad Killer
by Ann Rule (1983).
After committing
his first grisly crime,
Harvey Louis Carignan
beat a death sentence
and continued to
manipulate, rape, and
bludgeon women to
death, using want ads to
lure his young female
victims. And time
after time, justice was
thwarted by a killer
whose twisted legal
genius was matched
only by his sick
savagery. Complete
with the testimony of
the officers who put
him behind bars and the women who barely escaped with their
lives, The Want-Ad Killer is one of the most shattering and
thought-provoking true-crime stories of our time.
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The Devil in the
White City: Murder,
Magic, and Madness
at the Fair That
Changed America by
Erik Larson and Scott
Brick (2004).
Erik Larson intertwines
the true tale of the 1893
World's Fair and the
cunning serial killer
who used the fair to
lure his victims to
their death. Combining
meticulous research
with nail-biting
storytelling, Erik
Larson has crafted
a narrative with all
the wonder of newly
discovered history and the thrills of the best fiction.
Killers of the Flower
Moon: The Osage
Murders and the
Birth of the FBI by
David Grann (2017).
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The Feather Thief:
Beauty, Obsession,
and the Natural
History Heist of the
Century by Kirk
Wallace Johnson
(2018).
On a cool evening in
2009, after performing
a concert in London,
20-year-old American
flautist Edwin Rist
broke into the British
Museum of Natural
History, home to one of
the largest collections
of rare bird specimens
whose gorgeous
feathers were worth
staggering amounts of money to the men who shared Edwin's
obsession: the Victorian art of salmon fly-tying.The musician
grabbed hundreds of bird skins—some collected 150 years
earlier and escaped into the darkness. Two years later, Kirk
Wallace Johnson was waist high in a river in New Mexico
when his fly-fishing guide told him about the heist. The
gripping story of a bizarre and shocking crime, The Feather
Thief is also a fascinating exploration of obsession, and man's
destructive instinct to harvest the beauty of nature.

The Outlaw Ocean:
In the 1920s, the richest
Journeys Across
people per capita in the
the Last Untamed
world were members
Frontier by Ian
of the Osage Indian
Urbina (2020).
Nation in Oklahoma
after oil was discovered
The world's oceans:
beneath their land.
too big to police,
Then, one by one, they
and under no clear
began to be killed off.
international authority,
One Osage woman,
these immense regions
Mollie Burkhart,
of treacherous water
watched as her family
play host to rampant
was murdered. Her
criminality and
older sister was shot.
exploitation. Traffickers
Her mother was then slowly poisoned. As the death toll
and smugglers, pirates
surpassed more than 24 Osage, the newly created F.B.I. took
and mercenaries,
up the case, but the bureau was then notoriously corrupt.
wreck thieves and
Eventually the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to
repo men, vigilante
former Texas Ranger Tom White to try to unravel the mystery,
conservationists and
eventually exposing one of the most sinister conspiracies in
elusive
poachers,
seabound
abortion
providers,
clandestine
American history.
oil-dumpers, shackled slaves and cast-adrift stowaways- Ian
Urbina introduces us to the inhabitants of this hidden world.
Through their stories, he uncovers a globe-spanning network
of crime and exploitation on which the world's economies
rely. This unique work of reportage brings fully into view for
the first time the disturbing reality of a floating world that
connects us all, a place where anyone can do anything because
no one is watching.
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Superthief: A Master
Burglar, the Mafia,
and the Biggest Bank
Heist in U.S. History
by Rick Porrello
(2005).
Superthief is a
captivating first-hand
look at the life of
Phil Christopher, a
career criminal, Mafia
associate, and one of
the most successful
bank burglars in the
United States. In a raw
and candid accounting,
Rick Porrello takes his
readers inside Phil's
brutal street world
and prison life and exposes the details behind the planning
and execution of the daring and record-setting 1972 United
California Bank burglary in Orange County, California.

The Run of His Life:
The People v. O. J.
Simpson by Jeffrey
Toobin (2015).
The definitive
account of the O. J.
Simpson trial, The
Run of His Life is
a prodigious feat of
reporting that could
have been written
only by the foremost
legal journalist of our
time. First published
less than a year after
the infamous verdict,
Jeffrey Toobin’s
nonfiction masterpiece
tells the whole story,
from the murders of Nicole Brown Simpson and Ronald
Goldman to the ruthless gamesmanship behind the scenes of
“the trial of the century.” Rich in character, as propulsive as
a legal thriller, this enduring narrative continues to shock and
fascinate with its candid depiction of the human drama that
upended American life.
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Furious Hours:
Murder, Fraud, and
the Last Trial of
Harper Lee by Casey
Cep (2019).
Reverend Willie
Maxwell was a rural
preacher accused of
murdering five of
his family members
for insurance money
in the 1970s. With
the help of a savvy
lawyer, he escaped
justice for years until
a relative shot him
dead at the funeral of
his last victim. Despite
hundreds of witnesses,
Maxwell’s murderer was acquitted—thanks to the same
attorney who defended the Reverend. Sitting in the audience
during the vigilante’s trial was Harper Lee, who had traveled
from New York City to her native Alabama with the idea
of writing her own In Cold Blood. Lee spent a year in town
reporting, and many more years working on her own version
of the case, a deeply moving portrait of one of the country’s
most beloved writers and her struggle with fame, success, and
the mystery of artistic creativity.
Bad Blood: Secrets
and Lies in a Silicon
Valley Startup by
John Carreyrou and
Will Damron (2018).
In 2014, Theranos
founder and CEO
Elizabeth Holmes was
widely seen as the
female Steve Jobs:
a brilliant Stanford
dropout whose startup
“unicorn” promised
to revolutionize the
medical industry with
a machine that would
make blood testing
significantly faster
and easier. Backed by
investors such as Larry Ellison and Tim Draper, Theranos sold
shares in a fundraising round that valued the company at more
than $9 billion, putting Holmes’s worth at an estimated $4.7
billion. There was just one problem: The technology didn’t
work. This is the riveting story of the biggest corporate fraud
since Enron, a tale of ambition and hubris set amid the bold
promises of Silicon Valley.
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The Numbers
Behind NUMB3RS:
Solving Crime with
Mathematics by
Keith Devlin and
Gary Lorden (2007).
Using the popular
CBS prime-time TV
crime series Numb3rs
as a springboard,
Keith Devlin (known
to millions of NPR
listeners as the
Math Guy on NPR's
Weekend Edition
with Scott Simon)
and Gary Lorden
(the principal math
advisor to Numb3rs)
explain real-life
mathematical techniques used by the FBI and other law
enforcement agencies to catch and convict criminals. From
forensics to counterterrorism, the Riemann hypothesis to
image enhancement, solving murders to beating casinos,
Devlin and Lorden present compelling cases that illustrate
how advanced mathematics can be used in state-of-the-art
criminal investigations.
American Predator:
The Hunt for the
Most Meticulous
Serial Killer of the
21st Century by
Maureen Callahan
(2019).
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Most people have
never heard of Israel
Keyes, one of the
most ambitious and
terrifying serial killers
in modern history.
The FBI considered
his behavior
unprecedented. He
would break into a
stranger's house, all
over the United State,
abduct his victims in
broad daylight, and kill and dispose of them in mere hours.
And then he would return home to Alaska, resuming life
as a quiet, reliable construction worker devoted to his only
daughter. Journalist Maureen Callahan was captivated by
how a killer of this magnitude could go undetected for over
a decade. This book is the ambitious culmination of years of
interviews with key figures in law enforcement and in Keyes's
life, and research uncovered from classified FBI files.
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The Crime Book:
Big Ideas Simply
Explained by Cathy
Scott (2017).
The Crime Book
demystifies malware,
cybercrimes, and Ponzi
schemes and sets out
the terrifying ploys of
mass murderers from
16th-century Elizabeth
Báthory who drained
young girls’ blood
to the more recent
exploits of Rosemary
and Fred West. Like a virus, crime mutates and adapts. The
Crime Book explains how pivotal moments in history opened
up new opportunities for criminals, such as the smuggling
of alcohol during Prohibition. It also charts developments
in justice and forensics including the Innocence Project, and
examines how the forces of law and order have fought back
against crime, explaining ingenious sting operations such as
tracking down the jewel thief Bill Mason and the final capture
of murderer Ted Bundy.
Gorilla Killer:
A True Story of
Betrayal, Brutality
and Butchery by
Ryan Green (2020).
On 20th February
1926, landlady Clara
Newman opened her
door to a potential
tenant. Despite his
grim and bulky
appearance, he
introduced himself
politely, in a softspoken voice while
clutching a Bible in
one of his large hands.
After she invited
him in he wrapped
his over-sized fingers around her throat and she slowly,
painfully slipped into darkness. Given what would follow, it
was a kindness. The ‘Gorilla Killer’, Earle Nelson, roamed
North America undetected for almost two years, satisfying
his desires on over 20 unsuspecting women. The concept of
serial killers was largely unknown to the public in the 1920s,
but Nelson would eventually become the first real ‘superstar
criminal’ who everyone heard of and talked about before
Dahmer, Bundy and BTK. This book is a chilling account of
Earle Nelson, the first known American serial sex murderer.
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Duel with the Devil:
The True Story of
How Alexander
Hamilton and Aaron
Burr Teamed Up to
Take on America's
First Sensational
Murder Mystery by
Paul Collins (2014).
In the closing days
of 1799, the United
States was still a young
republic. Waging a
fierce battle for its
uncertain future were
the well-moneyed
Federalists, led by
Alexander Hamilton,
and the populist
Republicans, led by Aaron Burr, bitter rivals both in and out
of the courtroom. But everything changed when a young
Quaker woman, Elma Sands, was found dead in Burr's newly
constructed home. The horrific crime quickly gripped the
nation, and before long the enraged city demanded a noose
be draped around the neck one of Elma’s suitors, His only
hope was to hire a legal dream team. And thus it was that New
York’s most bitter political rivals and greatest attorneys did the
unthinkable—they teamed up. Our nation’s longest running
cold case, Duel with the Devil delivers the first substantial
break in the case in over 200 years. At once an absorbing legal
thriller and an expertly crafted portrait of the United States,
Death's Acre: Inside
the Legendary
Forensic Lab the
Body Farm Where
the Dead Do Tell
Tales by by William
Bass and Jon
Jefferson (2004).
Dr. Bill Bass, one
of the world's
leading forensic
anthropologists,
gained international
attention when he built
a forensic lab like
no other: The Body
Farm. Now, this master
scientist unlocks the
gates of his lab to
reveal his most intriguing cases-and to revisit the Lindbergh
kidnapping and murder, more than fifty years after the fact.
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The Serial Killer
Cookbook: True
Crime Trivia
and Disturbingly
Delicious Last Meals
from Death Row's
Most Infamous
Killers and
Murderers by Ashley
Lecker (2020).
The perfect gift for
true crime fans,
The Serial Killer
Cookbook: Last Meals
pairs serial killer trivia
with recipes of the
meals these killers ate during their final hours. With full-color
photos, chilling true crime facts, and easy-to-follow steps,
you’ll be cooking up killer meals in no time. This collection
of recipes is both delicious and surprising, and spans breakfast
staples to indulgent desserts.
Stiff: The Curious
Lives of Human
Cadavers by Mary
Roach (2004).
Stiff is an oddly
compelling, often
hilarious exploration
of the strange
lives of our bodies
postmortem. For
two thousand years,
cadavers some
willingly, some
unwittingly have
been involved in
science's boldest
strides and weirdest
undertakings. They've
tested France's first
guillotines, ridden the NASA Space Shuttle, been crucified
in a Parisian laboratory to test the authenticity of the Shroud
of Turin, and helped solve the mystery of TWA Flight 800.
For every new surgical procedure, from heart transplants
to gender reassignment surgery, cadavers have been there
alongside surgeons, making history in their quiet way. In her
droll, inimitable voice, Roach tells the engrossing story of our
bodies when we are no longer with them.
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Name:

Period:
Forensic Science Case Study Project

Directions: For this project, you will create a short presentation, which outlines forensic science
applications discussed in class to a real-life criminal investigation. You will fully research a case
study of your choosing and present to the class the case details, evidence and forensic techniques
that helped solve or best understand the case. Please refer to the rubrics and guides for grading
information. Follow the steps below to finish this assignment:
1. Choose a case study: You will be provided with a list of possible case studies at the
start of the project or you may choose your own. It is important to pick a case that not
only interests you, but one that you are also comfortable with researching and
presenting in front of the class.
• The case may be recent or older, solved or unsolved, and a crime of any
nature. All of these details; however, should be indicated in the report sheet,
as well as described during the presentation.
• The case must include aspects of forensic science in attempting to solve the
crime. This includes evidence such as fingerprints, hair, testimony and other
topics we have discussed in class thus far.
• Each student must choose a different case to present to the class (only one
student per case) so that we can gain many different perspectives from the
various real-life cases out there. Please confirm your choice with me to avoid
duplicates.
• On the due date you should come to class, with this project packet and your
two top choices for a case study written in the lines below. You will hand
in the packet on Monday and I will look through all of your choices and
assign each student to an individual case. I will try to grant you one of your
top choices; however, it will ultimately be up to me to decide in case of
ties.
Choice 1:
Choice 2:
Approved/Assigned Case Study:
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2. Research your case: You may use the internet, newspapers, textbooks, and library books
to research your case. As a class, we will spend one day in the library. Remember, all
work must be your own. Please, do not plagiarize and remember to cite your sources. To
help you organize your research, I will provide you with a report frame included in the
packet. The frame should be turned in at the completion of the project before the start of
the presentations. If you do not turn in your report frame, you will not be permitted to
present.
3. Design your presentation: You may choose to create a PowerPoint, poster board,
overhead transparencies, handouts or other visual aids to guide your presentation. At
least one is necessary to receive full credit. Avoid overly graphic pictures.
4. Giving your presentation: On the day of the presentation in class, everyone should
have their materials ready to begin at the bell. Class sizes are large so therefore
presentations must be brief. You will be given 3-4 minutes to summarize your case
and display pictures and
www.theforensicteacher.com
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information. I will time your reports and stop you when 4 minutes are up if you go over.
Refer to the presentation rubric for further details on expectations. I will decide the order
of presentations and try to let you know the day before when you will be presenting.
5. Audience: As a member of the classroom, you are expected to give your classmates
your full attention and respect. With each presentation, you will be filling out a log
that will help you summarize and critique each presentation to be turned in at the end
of all presentations. This will be counted as a homework grade.
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Forensic Science Case Study Project Suggestion List
This is a list of possible ideas for the Forensic Science Case Study Project. Feel free
to choose from this list or research others. A quick Google search will reveal many
more.
The Lindbergh Kidnapping
The Black Dahlia
The Lana Turner Affair, 1958
The Great Train Robbery, 1963
Richard Speck,
The Tate-Labianca Murders
The Son of Sam
John Wayne Gacy
Ted Bundy
Jeffrey Dahmer
BTK Killer
Casey Anthony
JonBenet Ramsey
The Unabomber
Andrew Phillip Cunanan
Columbine Massacre
The Grim Sleeper
Aaron Henandez
Drew Peterson
Richard Ramirez
Jeffrey Epstein
The Coors Kidnapping
PanAm flight 103 Lockerbie
Sacco-Vanzetti
Richard Leonard Kuklinski
The Green River Killer
The Hamm Kidnapping
Frank William Abagnale
Scott Peterson
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Tylenol Murders
Zodiac Killer
Wayne Williams
Aileen Wuornos
Christopher Dorner
Ed Gien
Lizzy Borden
Dr. Sam Sheppard
The Hillside Strangler
Lyle and Erik Menendez
Timothy McVeigh
The Howard Hughes Hoax
George “Machine Gun” Kelly
Jeffrey MacDonald

www.theforensicteacher.com

Forensic Science Case Study Report Sheet
Title of Case:
Who was involved in the case?
Victim(s):

Suspect(s)/ Accused:

Case Details:
Summarize the case in at least 5 sentences.

www.theforensicteacher.com

The Forensic Teacher • Spring 2021

53

Evidence available (be specific- don’t just say “fingerprints, hair, gun powder residue”describe what makes the evidence unique to the case):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
One forensic technique highlighted in case (ex: DNA fingerprinting, dusting for powders,
microscope analysis- techniques involve learning more about the evidence than meets the
eye or finding evidence in a special way):

Outcome/Results of case:
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Notes/ Other Relevant Facts:

Resources- list of URLs/ books/ articles
used: 1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
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-Most items described in a
clear (understandable
manner)
-Few um’s, like’s but
otherwise controlled
speaking voice
-Knowledgeable about case
-Visually appealing
presentation method,
mostly professional
-Some obvious
spelling/punctuatio
n errors (3-5)
-1 element not turned in
by appropriate date
-Presentation may be too
short (2- 2:59 range)
-Presentation may be too
long- did not discuss all
points

-Items described clearly
-Very knowledgeable
about case
-Loud and controlled
speaking voice (smooth
transitions, no um’s or
long pauses)
-Quality visual used,
colorful, professional
looking, neat
-No obvious spelling or
punctuation errors

-All elements handed in
by appropriate date,
prepared for presentation
-Presentation timed well,
lasts at least 3 minutes
and does not go over 4

Presentation
Professionalism
� Clarity
� Speaking voice

Presentation Method
� Visual used is eyecatching and neat
� Spelling/Punctuat ion

Timing
� Prepared/On time
� Presentation- 3-4
minutes

-1-2 items not described
during presentation or
-1 piece of
information
described is
inaccurate

-All content is
described during
presentation
-All content described is
accurate

•
•
•
•
•
•

Research Presented
Title
Victims, suspects
Case summary, outcome
2 pieces of evidence
1 technique
2 pictures

3- Satisfactory “Well
done, needs minor
improvements”
-All content is accurate;
however, may not be
relevant
-Missing 2 items or less on
report sheet
-Forensic science
content apparent

-All content is accurate.
There are no factual
errors.
-All content requested on
sheet is present
-All content is related to
forensic science

4- Exemplar
“Above & Beyond”

Research Report Sheet
� Depth of research
� Accuracy of
Content
� Forensic science
relation

CONTENT

-Presentation shorter than
minutes
-Presentation off topic, only
discussed a few points

2

-Not visually appealing or eyecatching, sloppy
-7+ errors in spelling/punctuation

-Items not described in clear,
cohesive manner
-Many um’s, pauses
-Inaudible speaking voice
-Seems unfamiliar with case

-2-3 items not described during
presentation or
-2 pieces of information are
inaccurate

-Content is mostly accurate, with few
minor discrepancies
- Missing 3-4 items on report sheet
-Forensic science content not
obviously apparent

2-Developing “Lacking in obvious
way/s”

-Presentation not
given or under 2
minutes with
minimal points
discussed

-Overwhelmingly
not visually
appealing, method
not present or 7+
errors in
spelling/punctuation

-Seems
unknowledgeable
about topic,
unfamiliar with
case

-Content is mostly
inaccurate or
irrelevant
-Missing 5 or
more items on
report sheet.
-Content not
forensics
-4 or more items
not described or
-2 or more pieces of
information
inaccurate

1-Limited
“Minimal Effort”

Try or buy

ISBN 9781138487451

Try or Buy
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Podcasts
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Podcast

(N): A usually free episodic series of spoken word digital audio
files a user can download to a personal device for convenient listening, and usually features one or more recurring
hosts engaged in a discussion about a particular topic or current event and can range from carefully scripted to
completely improvised.
All of the podcasts featured in this section are free, and each is a clickable link if you want to subscribe or just get
single episodes. Disclaimer: We assume no responsibility if you find yourself unable to tear yourself away from one
or more of these podcasts and you end up neglecting your family, friends, or employment obligations.
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What’s G
Ask the
Morgue Guy
Q: Like many schools we’ve been
using a combination of distance and
in person-learning. Unfortunately,
some of my students have more
free time on their hands than ever
before. This, coupled with their
passion for the subject, has given
some the opportunity to work ahead
on units the rest of the class hasn’t
gotten to. While I applaud their
initiative, I am sometimes frustrated
when they bring up information that
leaves other students confused.
For instance, my unit on impression
evidence comes about five weeks
after my unit on general evidence,
but the two whiz kids in my second
period class began discussing
tire treads as the class worked a
crime scene I set up in the school
parking lot. Suddenly everyone was
concerned with the impressions left
by car tires in the mud next to the
sidewalk where two shell casings
lay. But they were just random
impressions– I didn’t set them up!
Most students worked the scene and
collected evidence as instructed,
but word gradually spread. By the
time we returned to the classroom
several students asked me why
I hadn’t taught them about tire
impressions. I’ve spoken to both
Sherlocks, who apologized, but I
don’t want this to happened again.
Suggestions?
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A: Bury them. Tell the pair you’re
going to designate them teaching
assistants. They’ll get extra credit,
but they will also get more work
than they ever imagined. When
you start a new topic give them an
absurdly long list of information to
research and present to the class
at the end of the unit (biographies
of key players, court precedents
and challenges, future applications,
trivia…etc.). If you do it right, they
won’t have time to work ahead.

Online Forensic Education Opportunities
●● Sponsored by the National Institute of Justice this site features courses both
online and in a classroom. No Fee for many.
https://nij.ojp.gov/nij-hosted-online-training-courses
●● Links to over 300 online programs offering specialty training, certificates,
and associate, bachelor, master’s, and even doctoral degrees in forensics in
over 15 specialties are detailed on this amazing website. Make this one of the
first places to visit if you or your graduating seniors have more than a passing
interest in the field.
https://www.forensicscienceonline.org/
●● Online degree programs in forensic science form the University of Florida.
http://forensicscience.ufl.edu/
●● An online certificate program from Ashworth College.
https://www.ashworthcollege.edu/career-diplomas/forensic-science-training/
●● If you’re serious about getting an online forensics degree this site breaks
down five institutions by cost.
http://www.bestvalueschools.com/cheap/online/forensic-science-degreeprograms-bachelors/
●● A guide to a number of online forensic science degrees with reviews,
information about each, and tuition costs. Of course, it may be possible to take
courses without finishing a degree for targeted, personal development.
http://www.guidetoonlineschools.com/degrees/criminal-justice/forensicscience
●● The Center For Forensic Science Research & Education has a rolling
schedule of both online and in-person courses.
https://www.forensicscienceeducation.org/forensic-education/courses-andworkshops/
●● American Academy of Forensic Sciences Meetings Listings. Many of these
meetings are open to educators.
https://webdata.aafs.org/public/Meetings/Listings.aspx
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Going On?
Just
for Fun
Make Them Make the Test

●● The Henry C. Lee Institute Of Forensic Science offers training at their
location. Check back as new courses are always being added.
http://www.henryleeinstitute.com/.
●● An outstanding online Master’s degree program in criminalistics with a focus
on forensics taught by faculty who are retired FBI, ATF, and recognized forensics
experts.
http://www.gannon.edu/Academic-Offerings/Humanities-Education-and-SocialSciences/Graduate/Criminalistics/.
●● No Fee for many. Sponsored by the National Institute of Justice this site
features courses both online and in a classroom.
http://www.nij.gov/training/Pages/forensics.aspx
●● Online degree programs in forensic science form the University of Florida.
http://forensicscience.ufl.edu/

Do you or your organization have a workshop, seminar, conference,
training opportunity, or announcement you’d like to share and have
included free? Please email us at admin@theforensicteacher.com and
tell us about it!

Christmas is behind us and by the
time you read this it will be roughly
halfway through the year. Midterms
are looming if they haven’t come
already, and you probably have the
same assessment ready you used
last year. But what if we tune things
up a bit? Customize the midterm to
this year, these kids? If you’re willing
to go off script, I promise things will
get interesting.
Specifics will vary depending on
your situation, but the big idea is
as follows: give your students a
list of the topics you’ve covered so
far and assign them into groups of
three or four. Tell each group they
must break each topic down into
key concepts and examples. Set
a time limit of one for two class
periods. These will be used to
construct a comprehensive midterm
exam for the rest of the class. They
must include a variety of question
types and all of them should be
challenging. Finally, every member
of every group must be able to
answer every question correctly
since it is their test. After you look all
of them over one group’s midterm
will be chosen to be used for the
entire class this year. Which of
course it won’t be since the exam
each group turns in will count as
their midterm.
As you collect each group’s
midterm, go over it with them
letting each member of the group
take turns answering. Make sure
they’ve covered all the topics and
finish with a discussion about any
information they didn’t include and
the thoroughness of what they did.
Optional: let the groups take turns
asking each other their questions ala
game show style.
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Content of the next issue is subject to change without notice, sorry.

Genetic
Geneology

Next
Issue:
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Stoopid
Crooks

The police just dream about geniuses like these guys...

Eugene Ferris, 50, and Christopher Hicks, 36, of Rogers, Arkansas were arrested
and charged with felony aggravated assault after landing in the hospital covered
in bruises. The man told police a bulletproof vest had save their lives after they
were shot while on a secret mission that involved trailing a fugitive through a
nearby state park. Actually, they weren’t charged until Eugene’s wife arrived at
the hospital and shared her account of the evening. According to her, the two men
spent a couple hours drinking on their back porch until Eugene decided to show
his friend the bulletproof vest he had just purchased. He challenged Hicks to
shoot him, and Hicks obliged. The vest stopped the bullet but left a painful bruise.
Eugene decided payback was in order and after Hicks donned the vest Eugene,
“Unloaded the clip into Christopher’s back.” Both men were released on bail, but
face up to six years in prison.
A Houston man put tickets to a Jay-Z concert up for sale on Craigslist and was
soon contacted by two women interested in the event. He suggested they meet
at a nearby Starbucks, but as he approached the car one of the women snatched
the tickets out of his hand and then attempted to drive off. The man held onto the
vehicle, but he fell and broke his arm, leg, and right hand. He called police and
gave them the women’s contact information. He also gave them the numbers of the
seats at the concert where police arrested the pair that evening.
It seems it’s difficult to know whom to trust these days, and David Pangallo,
34, of Jefferson County, Colorado, didn’t see anything wrong with showing his
appreciation for a job well done in advance. He recently went through his bank’s
drive-through to deposit some cash, and when the teller opened the pneumatic tube
she found a token of his appreciation: two small bags of cocaine. Since this type of
gratuity isn’t accepted by everyone, she called the police who searched his car and
found many more bags.
Steven Anderson, 27, of Fargo, North Dakota, was arrested for drunk driving as
he was servicing the ice with a Zamboni during a hockey game. Mr. Anderson was
seen driving erratically and crashed into the boards on several occasions. At one
point an AC/DC song began playing on the PA system, and Anderson repeatedly
yelled at the operator to, “Crank it up!” In court his attorney argued unsuccessfully
that the law wasn’t clear if a Zamboni is a vehicle that qualifies under the charge
of DUI.
When police arrived at the home of Edward Henderson, 29, of Prattville, Alabama,
with a search warrant for drugs, Henderson ran out the back door into the
wilderness behind the house. Henderson’s dog, a pit bull/husky mix named Bo,
greeted his new friends, the police, with a wagging tail as they entered the home.
One of the cops told Bo to, “Go get him.” Eager to show the nice visitors how well
he could play games, Bo led the cops straight to Henderson who was hiding in a
patch of tall grass.
Police in Rockmart, Georgia were called to a Chick-fil-A restaurant by employees
who said an individual in a white van had identified herself as a federal agent and
wanted free food. When the cops asked Kimberly Ragsdale, 47, to show Federal
credentials she refused because she said they were electronic. Ragsdale exited
the van after an officer threatened to use his taser on her. She was handcuffed and
as she was being escorted to the patrol car she began talking into her shirt as if
it were a radio, telling someone she was being mistakenly arrested and to send
someone to the Rockmart police department to straighten this out. Employees told
the cops she’d been there every day for the past week, saying she worked for the
FBI and wanted free food. She was charged with impersonating a public official.
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Teaching
Forensic Science
Online?
Here are two solutions
Online 3D Crime Scenes Based on Historic Cases

Diablo Highway is the
second lab activity in the
Case History forensic
science series. based on
the double-murder of
Hazel Frome and her
daughter Nancy in
March 1938 on a
desert road in Southwest
Texas. Diablo Highway is problembased learning that supports the threedimensions of learning outlined in the Next Generation
Science Standards.
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Murder at Old Fields, the first case
in the Case History forensic science
series, is an exciting Forensic
Science Lab Activity for middle
and high school students. Based
on the 1842 double-murder of
Alexander and Rebecca
Smith at their farmhouse
in Old Fields, Long
Island,
students
examine evidence and
conduct labs based on the
historical facts of this case.

LearnEngines.co
LearnEngines.co
DiabloHighway.com
Learn More DiabloHighway.com
MurderAtOldFields.com
MurderAtOldFields.com
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